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SERMON 


- AGAINST 


AD ULTERY. 


Geri, XXXIX. 9. 
-------= Flow then \can 1 do- this great 
Wi ickedneſs, and jm againſt God? 


N the feven and thirtieth Chapter 
of this moſt-Anrczent and Adthene 
tick Hiſtory, Moſes, the undoubt- 
_ ed Author of it, is very exa& in 

relating: the various and wonderfull 

turns of Providence, which brought 

Foſeph mto Potiphar's Houſe ; and here 

he leaves hind, til he has given an ac- 


count of ſome Miſcarriages in the life c. 38. 
of Judah, which he draws with its 


Shades and Blemiſhes amongſt the 
brighter ahd fairer Paſſages of it AF | 


ivr ra, —IEY the Story - of Jo c;. 29. 


2  ſeph, 


4 A Sermon agamſ} Adultery. : 
ſeph, and acquaints_us. with his cour- 
reous Entertainment inPotiphar's houſe, 
with the great 7ruft his Maſter repo- 
ſed in him, the mighty Reputation he 
gaind-by. his prudept agd-faithful Ma- 
nagement, the ſtrange fs which P 
attended all his Undertakings, his graze- | 
ful Remembiance 6fthefgral Honours 
and Favours .his wanificent Patron had 
confert'd upon'bim; And to.compleat 
his Charadter, the Divine Hiſtorian tells 


mfathnallt 25 ni 


you of his eminent virtue in defeating 


amorous and Joderromnts Miſtreſs, whoſe | 
wicked#®© and: ſhatneleſs" Courtſhips” he 
dz {hrIwith; this fbort.and prows Anſwer, 
How thei can I do this grear Wickedveſs 
and fitt\againſt:God 2: £155! 2Þ 
-1n-the, ya the moſh obvious and 
marerial things are thels voz ©: | 


I. Taſeps's Sentiment of Adultery, 
or the Violation of xhe;Conjugal;Ugir 
On ; viz.. that *it 18:4 great NEMOED 
and Offence againſt Goa 24321 < : 

70 The:excelleat uſethe ie mbdbof' is | 
which was:to repel:;the rude Inſaltsiof | 
his /alacieus Miſtreſs, and free himſelf 
from the danger of <haning Te 


A 
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Zhoip ths cop Tap this" por 
neſs > 86 ASIFhe hat 
never eonſerit t6': ſo Jalſ 21d: Bile ap 
1 ation as 'yolt"temmip t "me 't&'; 'F thing 
| never to betfwertd to:God of As 
dd the God, whom from my InfartyT wis 

| taught to;fear, by whoſe Providence 
I was conducted” finder your' hoſpita- © 
Zle Roof: Or' the good Man 'that has 
xobly cheriſht my * nb and re* 
warded my poor endeqyours to. ſerve 
him. ' Foſeph,you'rſee, Had'a preſent 
and lively ſeriſe of the Horyour of the 
\ Crime he' ws: >tempted. to: and this 


was apparently owing to bis religjous 

Education, by which his mind was 

Rfrongly impreguated with the - Fear of 

'| God: andhaving theſe advantages, he 

eaſily overcathe.thie /urprizin Tempta- 
tion, and fo doing, has reply left'u us 

+ theſe three Inſtructions. 


- nw That the” rongeſt Teniptarions 
to the moſt flattering and” deveirful 
| "FOO are not invincible. $16 6s 


SS  *4. SS Ws {+ VU 


TE, That/a "_ Educativits' a nigh 
ty advantage towards'the leading a'vir- 
tuous and.* unſpotted Life, and over- 
coming the greateſt Temptations to 
.Viceand Wick edneſs; A 3 II. 


4 Sermon againſt Adultery. | 


I], That tbe Fear of Ged quickned 


with a preſent and lively Apprehenſion 


of the great. evil of Sin, is a ſovereign 


and efleual Pre/ervative againſt the ' 


moſt charming and powerfull Allure- 


To each.of theſe Particulars L ſhall 
ſpeak in their order: and firſt of 


= Foſeph's Sentimeat of Adultery, or © 1 


the Violation of the Conjugal Unaon, 
which he defervedly calls a great Wick- 
edueſs and Offence againſt God. And 


this, I doubt not, will appear from 


Principles generally allowed for the 


molt exact and authentick Meaſures 
of good and evil: ſuch as the Light of 
Nature, the declared. ſenſe of Mankind 
concernfng the intrialick Geodveſs and 
Turpitude. of Actions, the Authority 
of Divine Revelation, and the natural 
Tendency of things (verified þy conti- 
waal Experaence ) to produce gaod Or 
badeftedts in the World. If men will 
diſpute ſuch Princzples as theſe, I have 
nothing at preſent to ay to-them, bur 
that they may do well: no longer to 
diſlemble their Sextimex/s, but play 


upon. the Square, and fairly tell -the 


i 
: 
i 
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_ 4 Serinots againſt Adultery, 
World, they kjow nodifference in the 
Nature of Actions, but what. is'made 


by the preſent Senſe or Remembrance 


of Paiz or Pleaſure: That Mankind 
is degencratec by aſpiring to' Setter 


Manners than the Brutes: and that 


they are not at all ambitious to. retain 


to that order of Beings, that muſt needs - 


diſtinguiſh themſelves from their Fellow- 
Creatures by a lofty Pretence to Reaſor 
and Religion. TN 

My Bulineſs, at preſent, is with miert 
of a better rank; 1 mean fuch as are fen- 
{ible of the true Worth and Dignity of 
humane Nature, and that the wor/#part 
of it (the Body) is much, too good to 
be inflaved to 05/cene and anworthyLuſts; 


Diſhonour of a madly voluptuous Life z 
who when they are tempted to a Des 
bauch, or overſct by a violent Appetite 
to unlawfull Pleaſures, do ſmartly feel 
a controuling Principle within them 
or if they have been evertater in a 
Fault, do yet retain a bluſhing Senſe 
of Virtue and Religion, are willing to 
underſtand thezr Errors, to be remind- 
e&d of the idazger of them, and to be 
armed againſt the worſt that may be-« 
fall them for the future. And ſuch 

A 4 Perſons 


and drage'd through all the Filth and” 


—* 


8 A Sermon againſt Adultery. 
Perſons will, 1: hope; in; kindneſs to 
themfetves, have the Patience-and.In- F 
-geniry to conſider, = 
21:X::Fhat. the Character in the Text j 
is\8greeable to: the ggeeral Senſe of | 
:Mankind, eſpecially of the moſt'refined  _ 
-and-cavz/ized. Nations. For that. this "F 
. -was no di/tingaiſhing Notion, of the Fa- 
 - mmily+or Rehigion-of | Abraham, is evi- 
Gen. 12. dent by. Pharoah's Diſcourſe with 4- 
2 19- braham; and Abimelech's -on thi like 
9,10. wceaſion; and by Joſeph's Impriſon- |. 
Gen. 39. meyt, to hide the: Naughtineſs of - his Z 
; OT Miſtreſs, who with an. Impudence:pe- - _ 
culiar to-her:charaQter, vehemently ac- & 
cuſed him of attempting her Chaſtity. | 
By. theſe Teſtimonies, it is plain:that -| 
Adultery was eſteem'd a great” Sin in . 
the. Courts of Egyptiand' Paleſtine, and 
theſe are ſome of the moſt arczent Na- 
tious we read of in authentick Hiſtories. - 
And--1ndeed 1n all Countries, from: the 
firſt Dawn of Learning and Civility a» 
©5:-. 7,7. Mong. them (not excepting thoſe that 
cary, Peru, Pretend to greater Antiquity) it .has 
ever had an #// Name, andis generally 
lookt upon as one-of the rankeſt 'De- iſ 
baucheriesand Corruptions of humane | 
Nature. As ſuch,- it was condemned e 
long before the Diſtindion of Heathens, ; 
| +> #% Jews, 


— 
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Jews, ah: Chriſtians: and ever ſince 


but the-weat Taper of Nature. to gu# 

them-\\*And'therefore it-muſt be ews/ 
#nit ſelf, for the Light of:Nature dif 
covers nothing to be evil, but what'is 
evil in'its own Nature : and what'is fo 
muſt be:evil'in all Ages, Perfons, and 
Circumſtances. © Nor does the practice 
of this Vice," without controul, in ſome 
wild and: barbarous Nations, overthrow 
the force of this Argument, any more 
than:theZ7oleration of other Immorali- 
ties in ſome dark Ages and Countries, 
or: the open Profeſion of groſs and pal- 
Pable Errors, proves the 1Refitude of 
ſuch A@ions and Errors, or will ex+- 
cuſe their Contrariety to right Reaſox 
and: Religion. Tis enough: to jultifie 
the Ceaſure in the Text,” that it agrees 
with the Zeſt and general Reaſon of 
Mankind. #4 "FROMT, 
-* And this, methinks, ſhould fatisfie 
thoſe Men, who laying afide/all Reves 


. lation, depend upon watural Reaſon as 


the onely Guide. and: DireQor of therr 
Thoughts and . Actions, there being 
nothing plainer in the Eye of natural 


Reaſon, than-that the ations which are: 


contrary 10 it are evil, and will be fo,; 
| as 
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of Manſo _=_ 
Ows, 2s to NEW 
god ond evil by the Light of his owe 
Reaſes, 8nd 'to ſiamp the DiRates of 


A Sermoit againſt Adultery: 
as long, as there is a rationsl- Nature. 
'Fhat 1s, God has framed the Nature 
bly to his cn Perfedti- 
him what is eſextialy 


it as 8 Lawupon his Mind ; and there- 
fore Sins committed againſt -2þ# Law 
muſt be great Offences qxain/t Gad, be- 
cauſe he isboth the Maker of the Law, 


and of the Nature he deſigned to go- 


vern by it, f 
2. Adultery violates the Devine Zu- 
flitution of Marriage, which laid the 
Foundation of all kumane' Society, was 
defigned to perpetuate the - Race of 
Mankind, - and unite Men by the moſt 
natural Tyes and Endearments in all 
friendly Offices, and in: the folemn 
Worſhip and Adorations of Gad. The 
Union of Mazand Weman in the Cons - 
jugal State was ordained for theſe ex- 
ceLent ends; which, confidering the 
preſent Conſtitution of humane Nature, 
are no leſs neceffary to our Happineſs - 
in tþis World,” than the Bleſſed Society 
of glorious Saints and Angels is to the 
Happineſs of the »ex?. And accordingly 
this was one of the tranſcendent Blef- 
fings of Paradice,- without which: the 
| Gardev 


F 


; ' Garden of Eden, with its rich /and' dati- 
F.  cipys Variety of all other Commfarts and 
| 
7 


like 4 Deſert, than 9 Pa 
fing/e Polleſior of it. For if we laok 
into .the Frame of our Nature, and 
conſider how eſſential Amity and 

_ Friendſhip are to the Felicity of a re» 
ſonable Creature, or that Greatzeſs of 
Soul Man (the defigned Zwmperour of 
this lower World) was liberally en+ 
 Jowed withal, when firſt he came out 
of his Hater's hand, it was plajoly im- 
paſlible far Mor to be alone and be hap- 

w £y, For to be happy is not tohave more 
goed in view than we can graſp or en- 
109; This may make us wz/erable; but 
cannever make us boppy. To be hap- 

' BY, is to have all thiogs ſvirab/e to 
abr jy} Deſires: and whatcan we ima- 
gine more defirable to Man inhis ſalita- 
fy ſtate of Innacence,than ta have ſame- 

_ * thing in his own Sbape and Likeneſs, 

* * capable of converſing with himy and, 
by diuiding, of encreafrug his Joys? and 
| then if Gad had denied him this fonve- 
ment help, after he had: made hin meer 
for Society, and . exchanges of; 
; and Kindneſs, he would certainly have 
beep apt to /avgiſh, and (like a dif- 
. appointed 


b 


Conweniencies of Life, od, been more 
zce, 'toO any 


is . A Sum againſt Adultery. 
_ appoihted"Lover in the' Abſence of his 
peculiar Ielight) to-complain tothe 
Winds arJd Fountains,” or” the mated 
Birds : and* Beaſts ;, ' of his'\ uaker- and 
toneſome State, and to grow melancho- 
ly upon':the' Walks'of Faradice, while = 
he "had all-the Zreafures, and all the. | 
filent +. Beauties'of Nature 'about” him; 1 
and wanted nothing:''/but / another 


ſelf to'reliſh and complete his Happi- 
meſs + ono FRE DHIONS,, * 27 RG | 
And thisſhews the ſtate of Marriage ' 
13.4 to. be Zimodrable, bd confiitentwith- 
the higheſt degrees of Purity and [nmio- 
cexce 1n our preſent*;Circumſtances': > 
And that it wasapponted for a general 
good; and: for one of the choiceſt Com 
forts and Entertainments of Life.” The 
Time, Place, and Author of this* Inſti- 
tutionare undeniable Arguments of its 
Purity and. Wiſden;\and' the Reaſon 
I it was founded upon; v/2z.-becaule 2+ 
| was not. good. for." man-to. be- alone, te + 
Gen. 2.18. commends 'the Conjugal State as'good 
and convenient. in-atl Ages, and.'te 
Perſons roy l[Ranks:and Qualities/that 
are ſehſible of the want ofthis Friend- 
ly Si ety." 903 | fe oft 11 2 | ; by \ 
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Tis wendy: obſervable.” __ _inde- 
 bllemarkot tho-Sendiey of: this Inſti- 
xation,: that it was immediate 
| n8by God himſelf; andrAt 
time, was. fignally ; honexred;; Te ig Gen.'2.24- 
+ thought by; very learned. Igterpyeters) 
with the g] lorigus Appearnmentot: the 
| Divine Maja; ner ded withihe Hea- 
oper "Firſt. Parents. "An KNOW, 


Ooh any Fats was oft dio ou 


| ywi;God, {G adn Prov 

made for _ ns eh 

þ | IL;j1s; an inſolent, Contempt, 
ry over;pi 


NP | - Cie Ya 
rs from.in 
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4 Sermon againſt Adultery. * 


municable Treaſures of each other, For 
what preater infolence can there bs, 
than to diſpurs the Goverement of the 
World with the Maker of it? To re- 
move the Bownds of Enitertourſe and 
Society, Which the Wiſom of God 
hath eſtabliſht from the Beginning, and 
proftitare his  Triſtiebitiotis to the 
Gratifiettion of # lawleſs and ZrutifÞ 
Appetite? Was ever any Law given to 
Mer rfiore 'plaivly-worded, more /o- 


 Gmmly publifhe, ede'd and infored with 
 Parper Threatnings, 'of thofe 


bedevoy 
iy irtculcated by the Prophets and Mef- 
ſetigers of God, than this, Thew ſhale 
not commit Adultery > The Violation 
therefore” of 2þis Law muſt be highly 
djſhotiourable and offenſive to him. 

3. It is an a& of ſhamefull Turpt- 
tude ghd Irmpurity #r 2 /elf. It flains 
the Imzpge 


God uport the Soi, ard 
defiles the Bedy ; both - which being 
conſecrated to God's peculiar Service 


in. our Baptifon, [are- properly ſtyled 


'9 (kith the Apoſite) rhar your Body 4 

the Temple of the: Ely Ghift, whith 
\Goa.,, is i# you? And if any. man defile the 
in * Temple of God, him will Gol de- 


fro: for the Temple of God 'is bvly, 


which 


 feſbly” Tufts, is t6/4dd--Prophuncf] 


_— againſt Adultery. 
which Temple ye are. © And then Forni- 


cation and Adultery ate no:cammon Pols 


lations in-'« Chriltian bue high des 
\-} of Prophanation« arid Tmpietys 
= it not tb the Heathen World ; t 
rtainly, next to piper A 
ſari 


es of the beſt 'rhings 
devoted to ws hl 0 


peculiar Service and 
Honour: © For Ciliftins are:not oily 
tht Temple of the lrolhy God on 

Pail exlls them) due they ute his [+ "6 
vity avid moſt Boly , 'His $p545- 
tual FIouſb: 


Wi; Se Peter's: Kogrly rye nay 
his Zvy arid Royal P74 
&d to dfb# vp Spiritaal rofices, atceps 
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4. Adultety i is a Crime of. the great« 


ay Baſencſs and 7reachery towards our 


hoxeſt and innocent Neighbour... There. 
- is-ſych a Complication..oft Evils, fo 


much. palpable: 7vjuftice, [dufon y:and 
Fal he my IR this-Sin, -that 
tis commonly reckoned 9 by 'theunhap- 
py, Relatiofs-: of the. off 

that have--any. Sparks -of Honour or. 


.. Virtue in. diem,; one. of the. ſharpeſt 
**'Tryals of Parze 


&,.,00C of-the heguie/ 
ons that are jneident 


Craſſes and 


: ; to them inchis World... By this:means 


 the.| good. 


.4s-:not_ only. deprived 
(contrary 10, ho 'Law and Eqony)) of 

his certain nd apparent Rights; ut 
he.is pen. ully: Frgjed. and-/upplant- 


& in his Creneſ ad moſt yaluable1n- 


tereſts; things. of that extremely ice, 
tender, and-peculzar Nature, that it is 
rdly poſljble;to © ethe yalt /x- 


- 4 he Gallen by She pxporen _—_ 


og ona 373%; VB ql | 


MF 49 7:20 be _— W and 
reaV: lar Derg ro hf A 
Canplacenc XN ch Hows) irom the va- 


ciety. of ac 
is to loſe the Flower of his Happineſs i in 
this World. And be ſure the more kind 
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Sermon againſt" Adultery. - 
and virtuous the good Mam is; theſhan. 
per-is his\Pain'and Anguiſh ro behold 
the delight of his Eyes taviſht from his 
own into the'c#rcle FÞ Strat ngers#ym2, 
there by: wicked Arts ahd! Sabah” 
ments beguiled:;of her ' Hinocenc, 'arRl 
transform'diints/a! loathſotni?\ and pare 
-dious Ortattre) For whit perſon 
be more vile and nauſeous Chaw' Me 
-ſoever'irther-Ivoks and Vries 
more wretchedly falſeatid? Feacherot 


_ "than ſhe, that(in' Conterapt inn 


-zar-Pows,' tier, 'tmoſt ſoltmie' and rel 
-ous \ Promiſes:.® befote: God" hnd” the 
World,' of wntainted Loywltyand' Aſſt. 
-Rion -toher Husband, coriſents- to the 
lewdeſt: Prattices”, ard: colnmits'the 
ifouleſt Treaſonsaganſt him! That t with 
: her veil of Modelly caſts off all regatd 
: to the Zonour. of her Religion,her Birth, 
and 'Fammily, proſtitutes ® her "elf a 
'1mean atid ignoble Patton, 4nd forſakts 
"the Cryſtal Stream of: Conjtigal and 
-Chaſt \Enjoyments; ro' "wall F in the 
 Mireand Paddle of diſhdoeft and bru- 


'tal Pleaſure!" \She that 1Aot47 Pleaſure 1 Tim: 5. 


*(faith:-the. Apoſtle) 3s dead while 'fhe S 
--[rves. And certainly "tis the oo 
kind ef Death ante mort&n perire 'Oa 
> Shhlevs ſpealis) ro "_ alive; #nd\n 


Cors- 


A Sermoit againſt ddaltery. 
Corru prion. on:#his ſide the: Grave, as 
y' © ' the- wild Lovers of: Pleaſure 
rather than lead. (8s they 
o .a2dul, WIFFUOUS life: p the 
ule: they are dead to all the 


Ei "== ran Ml 
. good pagpyer of Hvings-and, cot only 


= S808 \but {ive.in;.2 ſtate of, [Death and 
Ry 2 efation's, they feel themielves 
- aſp gpd priſbing belores their time, 


fe grows!a Bundentothom- 
es, and a. -Naſance::t6-H -that-are 
Ed - -4--_ - abourghems As if hey; ohly-came in- 
3 m £7 £: to he Hoke on antle it; and had con- 
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A Sermon againſt Adilttery. 
with irjisnotinthe power of Zlopiiencd 
Nature only can do 'it by inimitable 
Sighs and Pangs, whilſt rhe greateſt 
degrees \of 'Grace are little' enough to 


beer up te Spirit of Man, under fo 
preſſing «ad unwieldy a Calimity: 


' 2. His -owh Reputation and Honour 
ſuffer greatly bythis foul and rreache» 
rous AR. ' Forho' the good Man never 
evxpos'd thimfelf to the Cenuſure of the 
world; tho'ttmay be he*has all the 
true Principles of Honour, 'Prudence, 
and 'Integrity 5m him, and the worſt 


\that-can be; ſaid” of him is, '2he poor 


Man:was mthappy in his Chotce : yet \uoh 


4s the-;Þ-Natare'of the World; and-the 


Levity of 'vain people (who muſt be 
ever talking-of the-Crimes, and enter- 
taining therſclveswith theMisfortunes 
.of :thetr 'Nejghbours) that he is ſure to 
'be #pbraizle# with his Calamity, and 


_ -to;have his goo Name bandied/iti Sport 
-and Scurriity* and perhaps'a great 
deal-more *thari "if -he had backend it” 
himſelf with Y7ce, or had: not-prove- 
-ketl a perverſe and' adulterous' Generati- 


on by daring to be chaſt /aride 'Virruous 


' -iit, "Tis very\unharurdl, T'am'fure, 
to jeer' and raily''iupon” mens Pzsfor- 
-t#mes, i; eto abuſe 'my' Neighbour 


B z - merely 
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merely for being «nhappy, and leave 
him nothing-bux 'his zworence to ſup- 
port and comfort him: to revzve his 
dorrows,. and keep his -mind upon the 
rack, when. he needs: the very: kindeſ? 
and zeydereſt Ulage I-can poſlibly give 
him..'; And thiss-as els a-marter as it | 
ſees, - we cannot butobſerve, is very 
hard upon the ſufferer in the preſent 
Caſe; nay, is often reputed one .of the 
moſt-grzevous Circumſtances/in his for- 
rowfull and -uneaſie Condition. +. 

3- He: is continually. liable to be 
teazd' and torturd with the Spirit of | 
-Fealoufie.. And ſurely there is: nota y 
greater Torment to any. Candid and in- 
genudus Perſon : Bug when it ſeizes\a 
Man. of high and violent Paſſions, what 
{ſtrange Combuſtion. does it make in;his 
Spirit! He is inſtantly. af in a Flame, 
his Breaſt -g/ows, his. Heart: burns with 
-Revenge,. his Eyes flaſh with Indigna- 
- tion, not to be quench'd. with his\own |. 
or the ears of his compaſſionate Friends ; F- 
now..he, appears, like. s perfeRt Faxy, 
fierceand inexorable;. Curſes his: [Bri- 
dal Day, nay the Day 40 which he was 
born-; Then thinks; ; of.a-thoutangd. Re- | 
venges, but knows net wh7ch to purſue, r 
till: lome® anlucky Accident determines 

| | his . 
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BY his choice ; and then, if he either als. 
ſhort of his Deſign, or over-afts it with 
Rage and Cruelty, he preſently turns 
pale like a Ghoſt, ſtarts and trembles 
| at every ſhadow, as if every thing that. 
- approacht him ow, came to upbraid 
him with his Folly or Miſery. _ 
I don't fay this is the' conſtant or the 
onely efteQ;. of Fealoufie, it being true . 
of this as of all other Diſtempers of the 
Mind, that it varies according to the 
different Complexion of the Patient,and 
thegood or bad Habits his Mind is fur- 
| __niſhtor infeſted with. And hence Fea- 
y AUJoufie (as'St. Chryſoſtom .obſerves) has 
two very contrary effeas; which he | 
calls 'A utzy #, Iv ; the firſtis ſuch mee; nay- 
a Dulneſs and Heavineſs of Mind, as Swias,, 
makes a man perfectly fupid and in- © 5: 
ſenfible of all things bur his proper 
| grief: The other is infatiate Rage and 
Fury, always prompting and prove» 
| | king him to haſten and /ignalize his Re- 
* venge ; not to be diſcouraged with dif- 
ficulties, nor ſoften'd with Tntreaties ; © 
not-to be pacified with the deepeſt Sub- . 
nfiflions ; not to: be ſatisfied with the " 
1 arge/{Overtures; not ſo much as towait 
| thg Leaſure of publick Juſtice, bur fol- 
low his own Merhods, purſue his Adver- 
» B 3 | V/ ary 
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fary with. the utmoſt Severity, and in- 
flict the ſpeedieſt and ſharpeſt Yenge- 
ance upoa him. Andthis Solomon long 
ſince obſerved, Prov. 6.:34, 35. FJea- 
loufies ts the rage of a Man > therefore he 
will not ſpare in the day of Vengeance: 
He will not regard any Ranſom, neither 
will he reſt content, the thou grveſt ma 
moſs... 

7 '4- Thegood man is greatly wrong 'd 
_ in the Zononr and Jntereſts of his Fa- 
mily, his innocent Children ſuffering 
with their abuſed Father, and inheri- 
ting the; vaſt Infelicities, their /ewd 
Mother hath liberally exzaz/d upon. 
them. 'Tis their unhappineſs to de- 
 ſcend from a naughty and perfidious Wo- 


man, to want the, Influence of a Mos _. 


| thers Caie and Piety in their tender 
Years, and it may be to derive a fich- 
ly and 14 addifted Nature trom her, a 
tainted Conſtitution of Mind and Body, 
inſtead of the zrue Principles of a vir- 
tuous and happy Life. "Tis their con- 
tinual Grief to obſerve the Farrs. and 
Diſſenti9ns of their divided Parents, e- 
ſpecially when they come to learn the 
diſmal occafion of ' them, and behold 
their Eſtate and: Patrimony melting a- 
way between the annatura) Heats of 
| Conten-, 
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+ *Contention, and the- prodigal- Flames 
| of Luſt. © 'Fis their wrong-ro'have the - 
Brood of the Adulterer chetifht. and 
brought up with them, who. through 
the Subtilty of her that bare him'is of- 
- ten made the Darling of the Family, 

| and too often goes away' with a fairer 
. Portion. than any of the Legitimate 

Children of it. 
© Theſe are the genune and molt ordi- 

nary Effects of this rampant and farious 
Lult. Theſe are the kindneſſes of the 
falſe Adulterer to his harmleſs unthink-/ , 
ig Neighbour, while he carries on his 
y amorous 'Plots' againſt him with the 
faireſt Pretences, and the higbeft Pro- 
teſtationsbf Love and Friendſhip to him 
and his Family ; a Love more fatal than 
Death, and crue! than the Grave ; &+ 
ſpecially to its' deareſ# Objed, againſt 
which it levels its ferye/t: Darts, and 
| for which it reſerves the ' deepeſt and 

} foreſt Ruine. ' Its very frſ# Wound. is 
b ws deadly and deſperately crael ; the Cha- 

ftity of a Wite being deſervedly eficems « 

ed at 2 much higher Value-:zhan. the 
brighteſt and moſt charming: Beaxty, 

l the fineft and pleafſanreſt We, 'therich- 

| eſt Dowry,” or..even the ſweeteſt and 
moſt agreeable Mien and Zemper. Ani 

B'4 the - 


is 


2:4 A. Sermon agamft- Adultery. 
| the Reaſon why men generally ſet a * 
greater price upon this than other good 
Propertzes is, becauſe of all others it 1s 
molt eſſeutzal to Conjugal Love and 
Union; infomuch that the: Violation 
of this oze; breaks the whole Chain of + 
amicable' and ſocial Virtues, without | 
which no Society, tho founded upon 
Divine Inititution, can” poſſibly aold 
- and be happy. And this doubtleſs was 
the reaſon why'.oar Saviour, who was 
Mitth, 71finitely.\tender of the Rights of Many | 
39.9 kind, gave:the Jews a liberty of D# 
'_ worce inthe: deſperate Caſe of Adulte- 
Ty. | The want of ſome  Accompliſh- l 
ments ina Loyal Conſort may be made 
up by 'a:Plenitude of other Graces and 
Adwvautazes: bur the Loſs of Chaſtity 
can never be repaired 1a kind or value; | 
No equivalent can be given for it, the | 
 folen Freaſure can never: be reſtored: | 
the Flower that is 4laſted, can never 
recover its verdant Beauty..: | 
5. F mightadd to this heavy Charge,  Þ 
» that Adulteryis:highly injurious tothe 
commos good and welfare of Men. The 
Contention it: &i»d/es in a private Fa- 
mily is 'ſeldom extinguiſbt:; there, but | 
frequently'breaks out, alarms and: 2n+ 
flames. the: Neighbourhood into: — 
- an 
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& and FaRtions, to: ie Difturbanesof the. 
pablick Peace, the''kevying of war,and 
the- Subverſion (ſometimes) of Xi, 
doms and Governments ;. to theygs 
of all good; men, and the Enceena 
ment. of the boldeſt and moſt ile 
Vices. i It were endleſs. to: recke off U] 
| the Judgments and, Calamities whit 
this Sim log has brought. upon. the 
World. , Who can' count the. Treaſure 
ishas waſted, : or telt; how much :#7#r- 
| _ Zue 1t has betrayed, how- many [Duels 
| it has fought, how many Zzves it has , | » 
coſt, how many.*Iunocents it has mak 

þ - facred, how many ſtrong men have been Row. 7 
flain by it; what. Havock it has made ** 
in anczent and illuſtrious Families, and . 
what - Confufion ir the Race of Ge 
kind? + 
-6. The laſt: Argument [ball name 
of the greatnels of tHis Sin, is the Pu- 
_viſhment which- God,-- whoſe Judg- * | 
" ments are always; righteous; and .ne- "="; ng 
7 ver exceed the meaſure of our Iniquities, "A 


hath: allotted for- it. And this makes 

 another': very. dreadfull Scexe. - There 

1s Infamy, H Hatred, Pain, and Poyerty 
| coming on like an armed Man ;' then 2 Prov.6.24, 
'" . diſmalTrainoferyel, noiform, and fer co&* 
Dilcaſes, followed cloſe) by the ro 


ly 


a” 
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26 #" Sexmon' anainſ# Adultery. 
1y Kingof Terrors ina forrowfull and * 
wntimely hour; 'Alt gathering” about 
the \Criminat, till the latter” having 

 _ piopet by Liver with a poylonfd Dart, 
Prov. 7. fiaewend carries him oft'to- God's bigh 
- Feidagul ; the mean; while the Heavens 
ſhew their Diſpleaſure in terrible Flaſb- | 
es of Divine Wrath upon the. Conſci- 
enceof the Sixmer, who had been often 
told frow' thence (but perhaps till his 
dying "Day, | and his" uneaſie Pillow 

fore'd the unwelcome thought. aport him, 

never laid itto his heart). zhat.noWhore- 

monger, nor undleay Perſon hath any In- 

herttance in the" Kingdom of Chriſt, and + 

of God. The dir -of that holy place is | 

infinitely too pure for: him, the Con- 
 verfation too refined and (piritxal, the 
Company too woble and excelent to 

admit ſo ſordid" arid torrupt a Member - 

into 'their Blefſed Society.” And ibe- | 

cauſe ſuch men are every way apt to j 


Larn the Grace of God into wantonnefs, 
'and' to argue from it, that for fhort 
Pleaſures he will not exchude them from 
erernal Foys, and much lefs inflit ezer- 
nal Toyments upon them ; he has given 
them fair warning to expect that he \ 
will be true to his Threatnings. Be 
not deceived (faith the Apoſtle) nei 


ther 


_ ther Frvidires. oor a #Or 


Effeminaze, fball inberit the Kingdom of 
God, x Cor. & 9, *©. But till = 
is' a maych fadder Doom behind, the 
Terrour of which is beyond all Con- 
ception , Rev.. 2.1. 8. where Whore- 
mongers (with other very bad Compa- 
ny) are ſceatenc'd to the Lake that barn- 
eth with Fire and Brim/tone, the 'fier- 
ceſt Emblem of Divine Indignation, for 
ever and ever; and who can dwelt with 
0 everlaſting Burniugs t 

Thus i have prov'd, that the V iola- 
tion of the Conjugal | Union is 4 great 
Wickedneſs, which was Joſeph's Senti- 
ment. of it: And- the Reſult of whar 
hath been ſpoken is, that whoſoever 
indulgeth himſelf in ſo vile a Practice, 
renounceth the Principles of natural, 
as well as revealed Religion, and is an 
utter Apoſtate from Yirtue and Ho- 
zour. For, in good earneſt, what is 
he, who to gratifie the Paſſion of a 
Goat, deflowers the Image, and deſpi- 
ſes the Intitntions of his Maker 2-De- 
= his _ _ _ not _ 
infamy and Mziſchze ings upon his 
honeſtand j nokafive Neighbour 2 who 


is guilty of the fou/eft 7 Feats to- 


wards him, teinpting his Wife _ 
is 


_ 
- 
% F a. 
- 


28 © A Sermon againſt Adultery; 
Ptov. 2. his Boſom to commit Lewdveſ5s and Per- + 
Y jury, to break her moſt ſacred Yows, | 
| to forſake the Guide of her Touth, and 
renounce the Covenant of her God > To 
be the Plague and Ruin of her Family, 
to endure the utmoſt Hatred and Scorn 4+ 
of Men, and for a few Moments of 
falſe Pleaſure to be eternally damn'd 2 
who is a common Enemy: to Mankind, 
who. defies the ?mpartial Juſtice of Hea-' 
ven, and breaks through all the Fences 
of Modeſty, Religion, and the Fear of * 
Hel, to fteal a forbidden Pleaſure, and 
ro raviſh an infamous and impure' Ex- | 
joyment 2 If this be a Man of Yirtue 
and Honour, tis time'to caſhyer the Di- 
Nin&ions'of good and evil; 'Aﬀter this 
lerall Contradidions be reconciled ;"let 
Light be .cloathed with Sables, and - 
Dark neſs: put on the Brightneſs and Se-. 
rexity of the Day ; let there' be no more 
diſpute-about the Natzre or Merit of 
Actions, ' bur let all things be juſt, as > 
every mans.” Fancy or Humour paints "0 
FiccleC ; 1, them: i :Rejoyce, O young Man in thy 
g. Touth, :and let thy Heart chear thee'in 
the days of ithy Touth; and walk *n'\tbe . 
ways bf<thy Heart,” and in the fight of | 
thine; Eyes: But paule 'a little, and [ 
know: thou, ' that for a theſe things, 
if SN -  God- 
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+ God. will bring thee into Judgment.” 


Fr proceed now'to. the fecond Gene- 
ra ; | A ll 


- .. JL. The uſe nil Teſeph « da of 
Z © this-7howght upon the rude: Aſſault of 
his Maſter S., Wife: | By the /mpulſe of 
it -he;i1mmediately daſht the Tempta- 
tion,:;and-, reſcued his Innocence with 
this pious Anſwer, How can: 4 doiths 
greatyWickedneſs 2 6c. which came 
very naturally from:one' that had! been 
bleſt -with''a virtuous Education, that 
was'brought-up in the Pear | of God, 
and: deſcended (as: Foſeph was): from - 
| the beſt-ordered and the mof religious 
Famuly upon;Earthiz whoſe/great\ 4n- 
ceftor: was: dignified: with the character 
of the Friend. of God, and of one'-that 
"would command... bu fo hildres: and. bjs 0-18.19. 
heuſhold after him; that they ſhould beep 
the:way of the) Lord, to do Juftice-and 
Fadgment. Jacob alſo had frequent En- 
rene with"God, -and Foſeph-heing Gen: 37:3- 
his Father's Darling, there 45 noidoubt 
but:he took particular care to: adory 
and.enrich his M.nd with good Princy- 
þles,-as he>bhad'! done to: cloathi him 
witlicoſly a0d iuvidiousRaiment.. And 
this: was it thatipreſerv'd his Zrnorence, 
_ upheld 


zo 
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upheld tis Furegroty, and aid the Fon 
dationof all his Greawe/F in By ypr'+ It 
was the Fear of God timely and gra- 
dually in/#i1'd iqgo him by his religi- 
'ous Parent, whith made” him inflexi- 
ble to all Temptations; event in-this 
boyling: XN ourth, and amidft the moſt 
inflaming and importuning Circuniftat- 
ces. | And" from benee we gain 'ithe 
following SÞnftrations. | £4007 | 

T7. That 'the :firom 


. ® => 0 q 1 ns 
to the'moſt flanering and deceitful 
Vicesarernot invincible, There is:no 


_ Age of theTyfe:of Man fo) eager of for- 


bidden 'Pleaſares; or fo letle-adwains 
ted with. the .Fatlacies of them ; 'ab 
Tbauth. '- And uf frail Towuth, when*fo 


-bighly tempted ca»-refuſe:to fin; 2d 
' 1s'able to: withſtand) the-Charms and 
. Alluvementrs-of -Femule*Courthip;-i 


a Hebrew\Servantcandelpiſe the Flames 
of-an '\Epyptian Lady, was not \caupht 
by. her !reacherous 'Wites,; nor t Xl 
by -her-Communds, neither by her ſmi- 


ling nor 2mper ious. 'Eooks ; was not 
vanquiſhtby her repeated Importunities, 
 -novawed by the Fears of her\Revoxge, 


not inveigl'd by the hopes of Seorecy, 

nor {ofren'd by 'the \£Z#berttes of Egypt, 

nor- bettay'd by 'the iFrailties of OT 
"4's an 
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- bd Blood; thenfurely are all-the Fer 


xcs:of-Viee: ref/vble, and thereis mÞ 
of -2Dy-Covpulfion to be wick- 
ed. Af, Jofaph rewuſM the moſt. ow 

ring Pleaſures, hd Hefes the Bayal Ho- 


| .goursand, Delighes ofthe. Court.of-\8- 
£pt, gypt; chuftng: rather: :f0;;fuffer: 4Affiidtcon Heb. 11.25. 


avith iahe-peapl of | God, than-enjoy: the 
ipleaſares) of -Janfor a ſeaſon.;, Nomanm 
The a OUT onk can haveaty 

40:cotnpiain; char he kinda 
_ ty of fiening. »For Jer the man 
that would-fainxdiſcharge hisGnsnpin 
che \Fintb/aty of; hiwane: ARidogioonhG- 
der-with: hirafelk; whether he-hes,not 
he [ame \Fatwictes | which othiar doen 
-have;_\the fame. pdwer:of':oba/iig/ ad 
refuſing whatis fit and «»fit to be done, 
rob weghiog: cher plagehments fn- both 
ſides, and determinieg on ithas mbiah 
þeſtirecommabds-it: (alto his Rdafar 


-and;Fadgment: Ard whatit is thathia- 


-ders-him.. from-beingyas Paxchand-t- 
ſolute again inft a;wjcked:Cuſtemar,A- 
ion, cas; - erg whom-the: Jawe.; Ar- 
2guments which die- before | hioz, Have 
prevailed 'upon;\ and theexce/ent addr 
ofatAgeshavetever been.) fhethioks 
2 all Mankind'bre thetorraagtiabg, A 
© -rigid: arid rrelaſtible Fate,. todo allthe 


_ evil 


— 
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ev# that has been 'done in:the'world, 
qer</him- reconcile his" opinisn;oif he 
cany- to the general\Senſe and 'Experi- 
exe of-:Mankin®' who are: conſcious 
-of i nothing more than a' Freedom: of 
Choice —_  Aition, :ard find it natural 


1 o'hide and.\aceuſe'\themſelves ſor'2- 


Ringicomrary.totlie DiRtates'of their 
own” reaſon, and._the holy.:0ractes:\of 
(God; iinfomuchy-that'if they'had -rhe 
higheſt-Freedowirnaginiable, they:could 
:not have greater Affurance of it;-rhan 
'they naw 'have'of thategree of:Liber- 
-ty-which- iscommonly aeribedrwtiagn, 


Jlandevery penitent Sznner is an'un 


:able S##rnc/s and: Confeſſor -of..\ Aind 
_— askthe _ a fair _ 
Pf ©WO,4n 505 130% 7 YL 


xl39 Agtirft: whar' greater Dokdpnpe con 


"rhere be: of a- free agent in any _ 
«nabCaſe, « than bis?: Pe 
-theintlitmentiof-hs own Los be? 
-Sebondlyy Whatberrer Argumentzhan 
pad he oranyother Fainlif-boaig 
ove the conorary Aft then Thifg- 
Fre would onlyaskhim,How Hekmoys | 
«himnſelf:\to-be'a reeſary Ade Fry Teo 
-ho'@ther Agents of 'oþu kind 
"Huiiledge of the: Pinciples! the A 


| "Ly: a die love © 


no. uſeof 'any *fach knowledge, -being 
' Wholly moved:and determined by ex- 


ternal Cauſes -and Objeas, 'or fore fed © 


cret inſtinft , whoſe Powers'they-ne- 
ver:.difpute, or wo of their' obedience 
to's and yetias truly ſerve* the ed of 
cheit Beings, as ir t 


FO It. 1 TITS de 5. 81t-3,55 
'And| the like ariſwer rfidy' be\givert 
- the Plea'of hamine* Frailty, ab it is 


_— urged! to leſſen the' Grdte of 


andto magrifie the power of Tem- 
ptations :abbverhe: faated Meafires and 
Artainments of ity” viz; that'it contra« 
dids- the experience of all” the' Fea? 
Examples of "Virtue' and Piety, 4 
the Confeſſions of penitent' atid Jap 
convifted Sinters;-who wheh' they: are 
moſt. ſenfible. ofthe. Frailties of hutfiarte 
Nature, atid ' are: »themſebbe\ fre” of 
the ſaddeſt Inftaxtes of- ther); Yohear- 


tily;+Gewaz. their" eaſe Oompliances, | 


and ſcore their! Miſcarriages upon cheit 
- own Folly and Witkedneſs. - Tis indeed 
acommonifandvin fome ries! efteem 
'F _ platfeble)-:excuſe to ſay! If wits 
iMidoye; butrwhat” Fleſh could withſtand 


ſuch Temptations 3 The greateſÞ: Fittue 


On have fubminted to them : Bizt- how 
Sy: © do' 
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hey had” all* the. 
Perfections of an Angel toi e'thenmr 


34 
do they know this, that have ſo little 
Virtue 2s to libel the Grate of God, and 


the tegrity-of all good Men, who 


have ſtood their ground, and main- - 


tain'd their u»ocence againſt the moſt 
violent Guſts of Temptation, and the 
ferce(#. Aſſaults of Hell> 'The World is 
not jgnorant, : that there have been 
Perſons of eminent Goodneſs and Inte- 
grity in all Ages of itz Men that have 
fil'd the Mouth of Fame with their ge- 
nerous and: noble Actions, : that have 
had the hardneſs to : reſiſt the ſofteſt 
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charms and the grimmeſft Terrours of 


Senſe, and have encountred gll kinds 
of Temptation with good Succeſs, while 
they ſtood ypon the ſame level, and 
were ſubjet} to like Paſfhons and Infir« 
mities with our ſelves. And fince we 
have the ſame Afſurences of Divine 
Grace and Afſiſtence. which- they had, 
'tis 2mprous and.infinitely vain to think 
of eaſingour guilty Minds, by throwing 
off the blame of our Impurities and 
Sins upon Fate, or Nature, or the 


Temptations which are common to Men, 


- when nothing can make'us Sirners but . 


our ſelves. Infinite power zt ſeif can- 
nat compel] us to a Fault ; I mean, -not 


only becaule it is inſeparable from inf * | 


nite 
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nite Goodneſs ; butgbecauſe it is: zrrefe 


ftible, and there can be #6 fault" in 
yielding to a Force which there can be 
_ no poſſibility of reſiſting,” ' And this will 


jultifie the Dealings of. God with the 


Deſpiſers of his Grace and Goſpel to all 


Eternity, that they have choſen their 
own ruift, and left him 4s way to pre= 
vent it, but ro put up their ##to/erable 
Contempt -of his Laws and Santtons, 


or break their [peczfick Frame, and des. 


ftroy the Freedom of their Wills, which 
is eſſential to all true Virtue and Haps 
pineſs. _ Caray 

_ 11. That it is a mighty advaittage to- 
wards the leading a virtvors and un- 
ſpotted Life; | and avoiding the great 
Gulphs of Vice' and Wickedneſs, to be 
brought'up in the Fear of God, and to 
have our Minds (while they are greew 


and texder) ſeaſon'd by: a good and pi 
ous Education. The Teavour of our 


Lives generally depends -upon' the frff 
Principles that are phanted in! us, and 
the Cuſtonis we begin in our Youth 
atid Childhood; If they be good, there 
is nothing ſo ſare and powerful to op- 


-. poſe the 'Decoys and Flatteries' of Sin 


{ and Vice. And where ſuch Principles 


are not timely ſowtr and cherifht, ſo'as 
Cz to 


J, 


E 3 6 A Sermot\\againſ# Adultery. 


to grow inro-fomg, Strengt hand Confi- | 
4 


Mence,. and; be of ſome-uſe and ſervice 


40 us-inour Youth {while Temptati- 


ons to Pleaſure and Vanity Jook freſ 
and gay, and'the Snake hides it ſelf un- 
der-. the Fioper). vicious Inclinations 
w4ill certajnly, grow up it: their room, 

- and being. more taking! and natural to 
ftraR-the Culture and. Improvement of 
It, And hencexou may obſerve,as much 
2s the faſhion-1s to Diſpute over all the 
Principle$. of revealed Religion, no 
man .queſtions the Currency. of ſuch 

| Maxims-az:theſe, That: the greateſt 


the unhappy: Fruits ofa careleſs, or vi; 


cions Edueatian;; That Youthletloofe | 


from 1he:Reios:.of Di/cipline.runs the 
wildeſtof any thing in the World; That 
good - Infiruttion and Eduration.are ne- 
.cellary ta.godern. youthſull-Paſions, to 
"manage wentotand unruly Nature, and 
'keep 1t inicheway it ſhould ge';,,and.that 
the efftetsofhthem-are-gommonty ve- 
ry happyand durable; .a6 the, waſe 
Prov.22.6. 4ervatnMellacs, rain up a. Child. in 


"9" hs nation 6 ares bee ol. 


he will "pas; degart ;fraws.it. .» Having 
drank i the Byinciples of:divine Wl 
SE PSIER > om, 


LIMI 


UMI 
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and Profaneneſs, been taugh 


dom, his Eyes are ſuddenly inlightned ; 


and being gradually exerciſed 3x diſ-. 


cerning between good and evil,” hequick- 
ly ſees through the Diſzuifes of Vice 
and Folly, and ſo 'eafily evades the 
Delufions of them. 

And” this was Foſeph's Happineſs, 
and a'fingular Advantage it was to 


him, when he came to live in a Pami- - 


ly, and to make a figure 1nN a Court, 
where he had ſo much occafion for: it. 
Alas ! what would the Young man have 
done, had he been bred up in the Mode 
and Faſhion of our Age, to dreſs, and 
comb, and dance the round of Luxury 
and Vanity ? To court the Daughters 
of Canaan, 'and Revenge the Rape. of 
Dinah upon the Siſters of Sichem, nn- 
der the /parkiſh Pretences of Love and 
Honour 2 Had he learnt his Leſſon from 


the Srage, or the Schools of $ Igpricitm 
forug 


and ſmile at the grave Precepts of Mo- 
rality, and call every thing /lly that 


is ſerious, to'defie the Threats of Reli- 


gion, to bury his Fears in Wine, and 


then make a mock at fin, and a Jeſt at 


being danined ? "Had Foſeph been thus 


10itiated in; the Myſteries of :Iniquity. he 
Had certainly flown into the Tempters 


P QC 3 Ar {i3d, 
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P:ov.9.23- Arms, like a Bird (as Solomon ſpeaks * 
in his caſe) that haſteth to the ſnare, = 
and knoweth not that it is for bis life, 
He would ſurely never have diſparaged .| 
his Breeding ſo much as to ſtagger at 
the greazeſs of the Crime, or allow him- 
ſelf a_ moment to think of the fatal 
conſequence ; but without Fear or Fore- 
ſight have followed his Leader to the 
P:cv-7-27- Chambers of Death, 1n the Paths that 
go downto Hell. G: wh 
© *Tis true, that the chozce of our Edus 
l cation lies very little (if at all) in our 
own Power : þut therefore it infinitely 
concerns thoſe ' into whole Arms (by 
the Providence of God) we are caſt in 
our Infancy, and on whom we are 
forc't to lean all the time of our Weak- 
weſs and Childhood, to principle our 
Minds with an early Senſe of God and 
Religion, to ſuperviſe our Actions, | 
and reggie our Errors, and as it were 
lead us by the hand through the firſt 
Stages of Virtue and Piety, till we are 
paſt rhe mighty Dangers of Youth, and 
1n ſome mealure able to grapple with 
the Temptations of Sexſe, and ſecure | 
. our ſelves againſt the Fallacics and Se _ 
: ppaigns of the Devil. This, we all + 
know, istheimmediateand "ndiipenls: 
(os dF? & 8; 4 __ - wy WNT, e | 
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4. ble Duty of Parents and Guardians, 
| the negle&t of which hath ruin'd pro-' 
| digzous Numbers of ignorant Souls, yea 
; thouſands of the brave/t of our Youth, 
who might have proved the: Strength 
ww 2ndOrnaments ofour Church and Srate, 
f had they begun at the Zeginning of 
Wiſdom, been timely train'd up'in the p.oyg.c. 
Fear of God, and carefully taught to 
approve the things that are excelent. 
If therefore you delire to ſee your Chil- 
dren happy, live virtuouſly, and eſcape 
the Pollutions which are in the world 
through Luſt; If you would nor leave 
4 an accurſed Brood behind you, to walſt 
your Eſtates with riotous /ruing, and 
curſe you when you are gone, and 70 
your Paces, when they meet you at 
God's Tribunal; let your care of them 
| appear , by teaching ,them betimes 
| whom they ſhould fear, that when they 
are attackt by any Temptation, they 
may be able. (as Foſephdid) to reafon 
themſelves into a” Yifory over it; 
which leads to the third and- laſt In- 
ſtruction : 


| IT. That the Fear of God quickned 
7 witha preſent and lively Apprehenfion 
| of the great evil of Sin, isa ſovereign 
| pn + 3 C4 and 


| . 
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. and- efteRoal- Preſervative zpainſt'the 
- molt. charming 'and powerfull Allure- 
-ments to its." Tis' the Nature of Fear 
to lay aReſtraintupon the Mind,while 
1t views the. Danger 'that-lies before i it: 

_ and-ſince 'the\ greateſt Danger lies in 
provoking-.infinite Juſtice 'arm'd with | 

- infinite: Power, the Fear of God who | 
1s inveſted with 40th, and has threat» © | 
ned the Sinner ' with' everlaſting De- 

ſirucion, muſt, while: he is under the 
Iwely Impreſſions of it; dJeaden all the 
force of Femptations; and -infallibly 
| reflrain him from cloſing\ with them. 

; And for.:this[reaſon- it 15, that God, 4 

who is infinitely tender of our immor- | 

Rom1.18. tal' Squis, hath revealed his Wrath | 

from Fleaven againſt 'all ungodlineſs and | 
unrighteouſueſs of Men ,. and. kindly || 
threatued Neitruction on purpoſe to | 
preſerve us from it; it -being greatly 
to be feared; that. the Promile of Zea- 

ven and evierlaſti ting Life would very {4 

hardly have-made the beſt Men good, - 

it they;chad not beenalſo:quickred with 
the Fears of everlaſting Perdition.” For 
is certzin, that an this gaz/ty and de- 
generate State we are generally much 
more- afraid of being miterable,'than 
4mbirious robe wy happy: Of which: 
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ah | Lthink there aoedor no plainer Denon: 
Fray than this, viz, that the 'Gene- 
rality\ of Men, even when they, are 
grown weary -of this World, would. be 
well contented to ſtay here in a tolera- 
ble condition to-Eternity,or when they. - 
F. die to vaniſhinto nothing, oxly to be ea- 
| ſed of the danger of being everlaſtingly 
| miſerable. "Nay, I doubt not but ſome 
good meu of the /ower Size in Religion, 
| * that have but a moderate ſhare oP the 
| Sorrows and Calamities of this ris 
would be (were it left to their choice) 
almoſtwilling toreſign their weak ZZopes 
4 of Heaven, for ſuch infallible Securities 
againſt the dreadfall-and eternal Tor- 
ments 'of Hell. And fince the fear of 
endleſs Miſery has taken ſo deep a root 
| in. humane -Nature,”.were our Minds 
| duely Impregnated and kept awake 
[ with the Fear of God, who #& both a- 
4! Lle to ſave and deſtroy, it is morallyiatis 
M poſſible, but that it muſt prevaz/ by 
” all Temptations to incurr his. Diſptea- 
ſure, and effeQtually carb our wildeſt 
_ -and moſt wnraly Inclinations to'any 
Luſt 'or Vanity.: 'And hence'is that ' * 
excellent ſaying of the Wiſe-man, Prov. 
2:82 14; \ Happy is the Man that fear- pc .. 
eth always, 1. e. that hath the Fear of 
God continually before bis Eyes, as a 
faichiull 


faithfull arch or Sextivel to diſcover ... 
all Approaches of Danger, and call in 
the Powers of Reaſon and Religion to | 


his Defence againſt them. 
No Motive indeed, tho' never ſo 
. powerfull in it ſelf, has ;any force upon 
us any longer than we apprehend our : 
Concernment 1n it; for which Rea- . 
ſon an attua! Apprehenfion of the evil 
- of the Crime to which we are tempted, 
is abſolutely neceſſary to reſtrain us 
from it, by awakening the Fear of God 
in our Minds. And therefore _ 
any Temptation js preſented to us, 1 
we look only on the g/offe fide of it, + 
and think of nothing bur the delicious | 
Pleaſure or Profit the Sin is parniſht 
or gilded with, and are not aware the 
. mean while, that God has revealed 
hs Wrath againſt it, 'tis evident that 
what ever we are at other times, we 
re not ow afraid of offending him 
Bd then his Fear can have no preſent & 
& upon us, and ſo it is all one in 
the Iſſue, as if we never had any true 
Reverence for him. | 
: | And this was it tlat made the great 
Difference between Foſeph and David 
in the matter we have been treating 
of. David had an habitual __ - 


C.-+ 
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God, end furely in as high a Degree 


as Joſeph had : Bur then there was this 
| Diſparity in bi Caſe, the Fear of God 


was not before his Eyes when he bath'd 
them in the naked Beauty of unguard- 
ed Bathſpeba;. he did nor, like 7 Feſeph, 
n awaken himſelf into a vigorous Conf 
deration of the great Wick dreſs of de- 


filin - Urial's Bed. He never argued 
thus 'to himſelf, How can I harbour 
ſo impure a Tho , and ſtain my 
Royal [Purple with foul an Action, a 
Sin of a far deeger Dye + Shall © rhus 
offend > Thus 6 vs the. gobd and 
1 mighty God, who chang'd my home- 
1 ly Crook into a glorious Scepter, and 
advanced me (the youngeſt. of Jeſſe's 
Houſe ) over all the Sons of rejedted F 
Saul, to the higheſt ſtep of Imperial 
Honour, next to himſelf in Power and 
Dignity, and from thoſe few ſheep I 
kept i the Wilderneſs, has made me 
© Ruler over his beloved Iſrael? Shall 1 
as thus provoke the Lord to Anger > Am 
I fronger than he > Had David thus a- 
wakend himſelf into an holy Awe of 
God and. his Goodneſs, he had ſurely 
beat off the Temptation that ſocaſily 
+ O) foil'd him, been innocent of both his 
preſumprupus Sins, and perfect! y clear 


1 
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in the whole matter of @rah. R 
And now, having given you the | 
true Charater of Adultery, and' the 
. Inſtruftions left you by the young and 
zous Example in the Text, I ſhall | 
cloſe all with a brief Application to two | 
ſorts of Perſons. 873 
1. 'To ſuch . as are burden'd with 
the guilt of this heinous Crime: who 
are to be admontſht,. that a Sin of ſo 
vaſt Maligntty requires a very ſolemn 
piercing and . unfeigned Repentance ; 
and that the conſcions Eye and Im- 
partial Juſtice of \God are not- to be 
deceived by any Forms or Flaſhes of a + 
tranſient and impenitent Sorrow, Con- 
_ fider then, yours is a cryizg Sin; To 
Heaven it cries for Vengeance, and to 
you it calls aloud for the [deepeſt Fumi- 
liation in:Duſt and Aſhes, the greateſt 
Contrition of Mind'and Spirit, the ut- 
moſt Satisfation in your power'to the 
injured Parties, the freeſt and moſt a- 


baſing Confeffrons to Almighty . God, ha 
the ſincereſt Yows-and Reſolutions of a 4 
new and "unſpotted Life, the ſtricteſt | 
Covenant with your Eyes, ghe ſtrongeſt | 


'C 


Guard upon all the Avenues of Luſt and 
Wantonneſs, and the nce/? Care to a: 
void the very leaſt Pollutions of the 
a, Ple(h 


oi 


of 
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Flefb or Spirit, together with a; moſt 
paſtiogate endeavour to.reſcue the Poor 
Capzives that are tied. and bound with 
the Chain of your Sins, and.were-, by. 
youwbetrayed into the: Snare ofthe Ne» 
2... ' What Rzvers of, Tears can;waſh 
away-ſo deep a Stain?, What Pzercangs 
of. Heart. and Soul What . Self-Cog- 


# » 


demnation. and Abharrence 2,, What 
lively; Applications |to, the, Merits, of 
your Redeemer ought. to. accompany. 
your. fervent and conſtant Prayers, for 
the. Forgiveneſs of ſo great a.Wicked- 


45 
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evil .he has done, and doing all the 
good, which the Mercy and Patience 
of God, his ſhort time, and anhappy 
Circumſtances may have left him op- 
portunity for. Tis certain” that God 
has pardon'd ſorhe very great and i»fa- 


mous Sinners ; but then they were great 


Penitents too. And ſurely there is no- 
thing more becoming ſuch as havebeen 
very bad themſelves, than to attempt 


_ ſome generous and eminent thing to- 


wards the Reformation of a degenerate 
and adalterous Age; ſomething that 
may heal the Honour of Yirtue, that 
may help to appeaſe the Anger of Hea- 
veru, and to baniſh the Yices which 
they; their Families, and Country have 
dearly ſmarted for ; that the World 
may be once the better for ther be- 
fore they leave it, and their good AQﬀi- 
ons may help to bury the Memory and 

Tfeftion of their bad. {rats 

2. Such as have not defiled them- 
felves with carnal Laſts, and particu- 
larly thoſe that are young and tender 
of the Zoxour they owe their Boxes, 


or are curious in their Waſhes and Dreſ- 


ſes, arid love to appear orient ant] gay, 
withoyg the leaſt Spor'of Soil or Impus 
rity, ought to be exttemely cartious 


of all Approaches to this notoriouſly 
Gimefal na odious Vice. Other Sins 


holy 


4 

ſelf nuſpotted from the' World. And 
then what fool}ſb and fulſome Hypocri- 
fie were it, to pretend to the miniteſt 
+ Decenczes, and profeſs the higheſt De- 
| orees of Nuptial Santtity, and after all 
| cohtract the indelible Stary, ind perfi- 
diouſly embrace fuch a Danzgb#Z Luſt ? 
| Take heed therefore- of every impure 


and guilty Thought, of all anchaſt- De- 
fires and Complacences, ' Jaſtivious 
Glances and Dalliances, of all' Inimode- 
4 fty in Word or Geſture, with all other 

lncentives to gratifie the Fleſh'with ts 
Aﬀetions and Laſty, | Theſe, beſides 
| their: proper Guilt and Defilemenit, are 
| the common Anteludes by which the 
| #5 ſeeks toplay you imto the 

dreadful Crime : and then by ſhunning 
the Occaſions of them yau keep out 


LMI. 


comparatively (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) : Cor. 6. 
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_ of the-road (atleaft) of wulgar Daits 
ger, 12:\the pure” Atheredl way, wh 
ther the. uncleay Spirit never or rarely, 

- - preſumes to comes But'ſuppoſe :you 
were ſurprized by 2 rude' and yiolent 
Temptation (as Joſeph or ſad Lueratia 
was) Lufſts fiery Darts will not enter 

. , Into@ chgſt and avdefiied Breaſt, whers 
 -- there is nothing groſs enough to: catclt 
Prov.g.zz. T. feed the Flame, -- Xeep therefore: thy 
 Heart-with all [ zoenge;. and: if thine 

Eye chance to be ſtruck. with ſtrange 
erratick : Beauty, call i. the mighty 
powers of- Faith and Reaſon, arm your 

PL. 139. 3- ſelf with. a Reverexceiof God's all-ſec- 

ing- eye, which. pierceth.anto all.your 
Paths, and is. ever \aboat - your | Betf., 
call ro'mind your-ininite Obligations 
to. him; -and. logk--on every | Iuſtigation 
of : luſtfull, Appetite; .as..'a dangerous 
Approach to the;flaming botders of Zel/ 
and Rix,” where the:Worm of Conſti: 
ence dieth' not, and rhe; Fire of Divioe 

| Wrath #0t quenched, ft Say now ta thy 
ſelf,, Zow,can I do" ko. fafe, fo foul'zn 
Adion, that have - pieghted my. Faith, 
and eſpouſed my ſelf by moſt ſolemix | 


and religious Vows, as; chaſt Virgen. 

unto Chriſt; as a Lover .-of- the pureſt P 
and holieſt Jeſus 2 How can I hope to. 1 
f 2 _ appear ; 


LUIMI 


appear Kore hi a noh oft thick & bright 


arid ſpotleſs Souls, chat have eſcaped Matth. :f, 


the Pollutions that are in the World ** 
through Luſt > May he not juſtly fet 

' me with the Goats o# his /eft hand, in” 
the great diſcriminating Day, if here I 
ſhotild live like them in tw#pid and Jaw- 
eſs Pleaſures > Should I ſtoop. to, this 
lewd Deſire, Whither, ob whither ſhall 
T cauſe my ' ſham z0 g02 How ſhall I 
behold the Face of God or Angels? Is 
this to purifie my felf as they are pure ? 
Shall I zhex for a moments Pleaſure for- 
feit an immortal Crown, and incur the 
eternal Anger of him whom at laft I 
muſt obey, when he Bids me depart in- 
zo everlaſting Fire 3 | Shall .I thew eſs 
reaſori” in my Condu@, be more rus 
tiſh than any Man, and tun diretly up- 
6n the: Rock by. whoſe' fatal fide Thave 
lately ſeen the Ruins of ſo many af 
and gallant Veſſels, ſomany brave and 
goodly Perſons, fearleſs and undaunted 
Men, with deſperate Numbers of the 
ſmaller Craft, Fniſerabl y loſt and caſt 
away for ever? And for- thoſe few Ad- 
venturers that have hardly eſcapt with 
Life and Limb, how have I ſeen them 
ſtalking about the Streets like Ghoſts; 
with Death and ftrange Remorſe in theif 
D Faces? 


| Faces? Oaly more changd from 
what they were, than Death uſually 
alters 2 man from his /zving Form > _ 
I will fay but one thing more; you 
have Life'and Death before you ; con- 
ſider the various Iſſues of a wiſe and 
fooliſh Choice, declared by the everla- 
ſting Goſpel,which forbids you no inno- 
Rom.8.13. cent Pleaſure. If you live after the 
Fleſh, you ſhall die : but if through the 
Spirit you mortifie the Deeds of the Bo- 


dy, you ſhall lave, in raviſhing and end- 


leſs Joys, in eternal As of unſpotted 
and Seraphick Love, in the Arms of 
him that loved you to the Death, in 
the Beatific Viſion. and Fruition of 
God, and the deareſt Embraces of #zr- 
gin Spirits made perfeft in Heaven, To 
which God of his infiaite Mercy guide 
us through the Snares and Fallacies of 
this evil World, for the Merits of his 
Bleſled Son Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 
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SERMON 


Chriſti an W, fore 


S. James IV. 7+ 
AER Refiſt the Devil, and he will 
i.e from You. | 


IIS a peculiar Thought of a 
late conceited' Philoſopher, 
who loved to quarrel with 

- the beſt ſenſe of Mankind, 
that War is founded. in Nature ; or a 
Right (as he calls it) in every ryan, ac- 
cording to his-power, to ſeize on every 
Mans 'Poſſefſions, till he gives it away 
by Compatt. The plain and naked 
Lioariing of. which Aflertion is, That 
Power and Right are but one and the 
ſame thing#» Nature ; That all the dif- 


D 2 ference 


52 A Sermon on the | 
ference between them ariſes from poi _|_ 
tive Laws and Covenants; That till | 
ſuch Laws and Covenants were made, 
no man was bound to his good Behavi- 
var to his Neighbour ; that to oppreſs, 
raviſh, and murther, were once fair 
and innocent Aftions, the harmleſs Ef- 
ſets of Power, purſuant to that orzgz- 
ual Right, which fond Nature gave 
the/tronger. to all the Delights and Poſ- 
{ſions of the weaker. Bur not to fol- 
low the Chace of this wild and 7mpious 
Hypotheſis, we need go no farther than 
the Text to-diſcover thegreat Ivcendi» | 
ary of War and Contention, and the firſt 
Cauſe and Author of all Diſorder and 
Confuſion in the World; that is, zhe 
Devil, the common and inveterate 
Encmy of God, and every Creature 
that bears his mage. Him therefore © 
S. Fames exhorts us to refiſ# ; and leaſt 
we ſhould be daunted at the Fame of 
his mighty Congueſts, and the vaſt De- 
ftrudions he hath every where wrought 
in the Earth, to ſupport-us under this 
Diſcouragement , the Divine' Herald 
aſſures us, that the 7ſue of-our. Con- 
flits with him will be ſafe and. honou- 
rable ; that Yifory ſhalt always at- 
tcnd eur Arms, and: the F#/zght of our 
Axa | Enemy 


LIM! 
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Enemy adorn our Triumph. 'Reft-the 
Devil and he will flee from you. © 


_ Theſe Words deſerve a very ſerious 
Conſultation with our ſelves about them; 


eſpecially when we fr/t enter into the 
Chriſtian Warfare, or when-ever we 
are allarmed by any violent Tempta- 


tion, or are likely to be engag'd in 


any ſharp encounter with our Spiritual 
Adverſary. No wiſe Man begins a War 
without conſidering who,and how power- 
full his Enemy js ; what p/ay he is like 


to have from him, and what Force he- 


1s able to advance againſt him, at leaſt, 
if it be a War (as the Chriſtian is) that 
will furely hold him 7 #zearh till he 
has breath'd his very aft in this world. 
And this Wiſdom our Saviour teaches 
his Followers, as a common inſtance 
of military Prudence, Luke 14. 31. For 
what King going to mak? war againft 
another King, fitteth not down firſt, aud 
conſulteth whether he be able with ten 
thouſand to meet him that cometh a- 


 gainſt him with twenty thouſand > where 


we ſee, the neceſſary points to be reſol- 
ved before we enter into the Fzeld of 
Adion are, What Forces our Enemy is 
provided with, and what power we have 
to make good our Defence againſt him. 

EY” Dz3 * And 
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And ſince it is evident by our Saviour's 3 
Argument, that the ſucceſs of our Spz- | 
ritual Warfare depends upon the right 
and timely Reſolution of theſe weighty * 
Queſtions,” and a competent Under- 
ſtanding of them is apparently zeceſary 4 
to ſuch a Reſolution, to make this 
Diſcourſe the more clear and'practi- 
cal, I ſhall diſtinaly conſider theſe 
three Particulars. ' i? = 


I. The Strength of our Enemy, and 
wherein his great Power to hurt us'lies. 


| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
: 
| 
{ 
/ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


IT. What Power we. have to refſ® + 
him, or by what means we may effe- 
Qtually guard and ſecure our. ſelves a- 
'cainſt him. * rig 


INT. What Aſſurance we have, that {| 
the Devil will yield to our Refiſtance, 
and flee from us. © 2 Eo 


- 
* 
- 


I. The Srexgth of our Enemy, and 
wherein - his great Power to hart us ſ 
lies, The FaZcf the Apoſtate Angels 

from Heaven, has. (by Divine Permiſ- 
fion) fill'd this /omer World with innu- 
merable envious and' malicioas Spirits, 

under one Soverezgn Prince or Leader, | 
7 ies + "Ip woe Fo "be; whom | 


% t 3 


- 


E whom the ite 6 comtrionly calls 
the” Devil or Satan. This is . that ma- 
 lignant Spirit, who firſt (of his own 
wicked Motion) raiſed Rebellion in 
| the calm and peacefull Regions of 
_ Heavens and Paradice , and has ever 
fince made it his buſineſs to ſeduce 
and deſtroy the Worſhippers of God, to 
draw the World to his own 4/tars and 
Oracles, and to put all the Foundations 
' of the Earth out of Courſe. It is not at 
all improbable, that he beguiled our 
1 Firſt Parents by appearing in the ſhape 
| of a Seraphor "flaming Serpent, inwhich Numb.z:. 
3 they had ſeen the Heavenly Seraphim Ps 
attending the Divine Majefty, when 
God was pleas'd to ſhade hifa with 
viſible Glory, and condeſcended tocon- 


your Jos north tho' we _ 


periour Order i Fa the eolent tial Hi Ferarhy 
| we may certainly conclude he had 
ſ beet, from his ancient Supremacy over 
= we Ip q tsof his own Kingdom, -and the 
rat and eminent 7rrles by which he 
is freq ently diſtinguiſtt - # Scripture 
[aim 3 fack: axthe Prince of the ju 9 
Pi; porne'y the Prince and the Ggd of this Joh. 12.31, 
[-: Rs: and the Prince of theKower of Fob tt 
er n# D 4 the 
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| Authority over all below him, he 


. and procure his Ruin. .. 


4 \ Sernmmit is 


the tir; the latter of which denotes 
alſo'the place of his Habitation, or the 


Camp where his great Armies meet, 


and receive his Qrders to deceive the 


Nations, and enlarge his Kingdom ©-. 


ver this inferiour Qrb. But whatever 
bis place, or whatever his Crime 1n 
Heaven was, no ſooner was he driven 
thence . into .the Regions of the Air, 
but like the Firſt-born of the Childrey 


of Pride and Malice, the prepares to re- - 
verge his Fallupon the Favourite of the 


wew Creation. And obſerving Man, 
the Off-ſpring of: Duſt and+Clay, curi- 
ouſly wrought into a Creature of ſur- 


prizing. Form, dignified with the /- 


mage of God, and a Majeſtick Awe and 
Z 'PI&- 
ſent! y began to expy and moleſt his Haps 
pine/s, and (which is allthe happineſs 
he hath reſerved to himſelf) tqc on PI 


Tocarry onthis deſign the Devil has 
vaſt Legions of deſperare Spirits conti- 
nually at his Beck and Pleaſure; All 
delighting in the ſame Employment 
allof them fred with the ſame Revenge; 
and involved in the ſame irreverſible 
Doom ;. af immortal and unb! >died 


Spirits, and therefore ſuperiour to our. 


fp oo © noe rERTITIDIG, - s AAY FEA” my 


Ea MET OI ABS © n RO WY 
n , ; 8 4 » ” I 
% 

{ 
; 

h 

5 

# 

; 2 
* 

FJ 


dy frail Si Watiws, which is but 
| Spirit mivg/ed and aayed with Fleſh 
| and Blood; and by the weak Contex- 
| ture of its unequal Principles, and 'the 
4/inity of our Bodies ro the Elements 
«4s of. this World,” is liable to the Falacies 
and Diſtraftions of ſenſual Objedts, and 
ſo the eaſfierto be impoſed upon' by the 
greater Craft and Sagacity of . our 
ghoſtly Adverſaries. For we muſt 
'yield them-the Pre-eminece in a/ the 
powers-\of: Underſtanding and: afting, 
ſuitably to: their Diſpoſitions and Pur- 
poſes. And as. our Saviour tells us, 
| that tbe Children of this World are in Luk. 168. 
| their Generation wiſer than the Chil- 
dren of Light; ſo the Spirits they are 
atted by, five doubtleſs a ſharper In 4 
fight into (the Nature of things than 
either of:them, a ſtronger Fudgment in 
the fitoeſs'and choice'ot Means, great- 
er. Quickxeſs and Dexterity in their Ap- 
plications to them, together with un- 
ba wearied  Vigour -and Diligence, anZ 
ſ mated by a perfet and incurable Ha- 
tred: of God:and Goodneſs; Beſides the - 
vaſt Improvements they have-made by ; 
long and Jurrejafal: Practice in all the 
4. - 
ec Ruin and SeduQion. 
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wn not = of all-the _ is imi(- 
ſing ſince the War began) this migh 

Warrioar has innumerable other "5 ef 
and Awuxiliariesto aflault us with. The 
ill Men and Examples of the World, 
which make the far greateſt Figure and 
Party in every Ape, are all extire on 
his ſide; Yea, all that is called the 
Wealth and Glory of this World, the 
blazing Honours and" Riches of it, its 
ſtately Pomp and Pageantry, attended 
. with all the ' Charms of Wit, Beauty, 
Parentage, and Power "ah 


(the /pte 
Furniture of Pride and” Luxury) d 
readily contribute their Servzce to him, 
and afjft his Inſtigations to idel/ize and 
worſhip them. Out of theſe = weaves 
his flten Snares, and forges his golden 
Chains; with zhoſe to' > enranjſe "the 
careleſs and effeminate, and wi 
to lead the Worldling Captive at his 
Will. He alfo attempts to bear ws of 
from thePaths of Piety and Vertue,with 
the Frowns of this angry and ſup 
ous World: and when he finds us if 
and reſolute- ii our Courſe, he com- 
monly ſends whole Follies. of Curſes 
and Reproaches after ws,” belcht from 
the ny of his —_ -bils ang? 


th theſe 
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+ grefs. Nay, what is /adder than all 

| this, be 'oppoſes our Salvation with | 
the choiceff Bleſſings and Aſliſtances , cor. ;2. 
we receive from Heaven, its :mmed{ate 7. 
Inſpirations and diviveſt Gifts; and has 

ww a ſtrange Art in turning the beft- Means 
; and Overtures of Grace to his own 
malicious and deſtruttive. Purpoſes ; in 
making the word of Life a ſavour of : Cor. 2. 
Death, and blinding the Minds of them Wc _. 
that believe not, leaſt the Light of the © 
glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the 1- 

| mage of God, ſhould ſhine unto them. 
And when with all his Powers of Dark- 
& neſs he cannot extingniſh this glorious 

Light, he ſets up wew Lights and 4- 

piſb Revelations againſt it, to dazle 
the minds of ignorant and unſtable Per- 

ſons, while he winds them into his In-, 
tereſts, and through a 42/4 of obſcure, 

and a Maze of wild and intricate Do- 

| Qrines, leads them into damnable Er-, py ... 
1 - rors, by which (as St. Peter ſpeaks) 

| 4/4 bring upon themſelves ſwift Deſtru- 

fon | 


- T might add, that this /abtile Ene- 
my of ours frequently plays upon us 
| from our own Caſtles in the Air ; our 
vain Imaginations and fooliſh Fancies, 
our high Conceits of our own Gifts, and 
Og ee ads Attain- 
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A Sermon on the 
Attainments, our Ambitious and zow- 
ring Hopes of earthly Grandeur and 


Felicity, with all the znchanting De- 


lights and Gayeties of an Ztopzan Pa- 
radice ; our vexatious Fears of . merely 
contipgent or improbable Accidents, our 
groundleſs Confidence and Security in 
all the Flatteries of a ſinfull courſe, 


. and (be that never ſo long or finfull) 


our fallacious reckoning on a Death- 
Bed Repentance after it.-- - 

The Truth is, the main Strength 
and Intereſt of Satay lies in our ſelves; 
in our weak and ſhallow Judgment of 
Things, and diſorderly Wills and Af- 
fetions towards them. Our Under- 


 MNandings are eaſily miſied with the 


Jam. 4.1. 


Glare of ſenſible Objets; and the 
Luſts which war in our Members, againſt 
the Diftates of our Reaſon and Con- 
ſcience, are a ſtrong Party on the Ene- 
mies ſide, ready on every Inſtigation 
of hi to challenge their. lawleſs Liber- 
ties, and to betray our Souls into his 
mercileſs hands. And this has been'a 
growing, Acceſſion to the power of Sa- 
tan ever fince' the DefeQion of our 
firſt Parents; he has gain'd all the 
ground that we loſt by our fall, and 
has ſo many Confederate Luſts in = 


Criſto Warfare. 


the weak parts of our Nature, that 
where-ever almoſt he chuſes to aſſault 
us, he. is ſure to find a welkaffefted 
Party within our ſelves, to: promote 
his banefull and malicious Deſigns up- 
on us. To this end he is very exa&t 


| in obſerving our Complexions, Educa- 


tions, and Cuſtoms, out of which he ea- 
ſily ſpells our Inclinations, and then 
applies his Temptations to our particu» 
lar. Likings and A4verfions; and fo fol- 
lows Nature in the way ſhe is moſt diſ- 
po&dto wander and prevaricatein. This 
is 2 ſignal Inſtance of the fatal Craft 
and Sagacity of:.our Enemy, to which 
I will-only add two or three remark- 
able Aran: the Devil has to” ri- 
pen his dark Deſigns, and accompliſh 
his. wicked 'and deſtructive Projeds. 
The firſt is, - + ++ 

I. The ſilence of his Artacks,which 
he uſually begins and carries on'with- 
out the leaſt Noiſe or ' Signal ' of 'War, 
when he is minded to do us the great- 
eſt Miſchief, For tho''his Motions are 


ſometimes rapid and furious, as When 
heraiſes a Storm of Perſecution'in' the 


Church; yet generally ſpeaking, they 
are ſo very ſoft and inſenfible, that 
without a ſtrict and mighty Care, 'tis 

hardly 
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A Sermons on the 
hardly poſſible to diſcern them from 
the Motions of our own, or (in all ca- 
ſes) fram the placidand geutle Breath- 
ings of: the Divine Spirit. So that 
commonly the War is begun before 
ever we are aware of our Enemy ; 
and the Devil is &»fe with us while 
he is fartheſt from our Thoughts, and 
we think of nothing leſs than of fer- 
ving his Deſigns'and 'Intereſts; nay 
it may be, while we think” the: con- 
trary, and. are verily perſwaded we are 
doing God Service, And thus'he at 
once conceals his Enmity to us, flat- 
ters our Infirmities; and pleaſes our 
Fancies, prevents: our Vigilance, ani- . 
mates his own Party within us, ſets 
the Battle in array, and many times 
ſteals the Yiftory, before we have any 
Miſtruſt or Intimation of his tampering 
with us, or the leaſt warning from 
him to: put our ſelves-into a Poſture of 
Defence againl(t. him... - { 
2. His reſtleſs and indefatigable Di- 
ligence in laying: his Szares, -contri- 
ving.uew Plots and; Devices, and im- 
proving-all Accidents and Advantages 
to compals his pernicious Purpoles.' He 
is contiavually gorng: 10 and fro it the 
Earth, and walking ' up and down in it : 
Tra: 


Y 


x 
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Traverling all _—_ ways hat go down 
t0 Hell, or lead 


to ruin, than Man himfelf (left ro his 


own happrer-Ignorance) could .ny-ca 
have. p cer to his own Deſtruftion 


He is never weary of ill-doing, he-i bo 
.and coaſting about, in- 


truding.JAinto all Places and Companies, 


litening to every Word, and prying 
into every Corner, to-{py. out oppor- 


tunitics of hatching Miſchief. This is 
: 1NQE ofLife : and-in this Poſture. 
St. Peter. deſcribes him, -x + Pet. 5.8. 


our Adverſary the Devil as a. roaring 
Lion, walketh "bas. ſeeking whom be 


may devour. No Place, not: Paradice 


it ſelf; no Perſon, not the purer Son 


| of God, could eſcape-him. The San- 


ctuary is n0 priviledg d Place ; the So- 


ciety of our Bleſſed Saviour on Earth, Mar/8.33 


no: certain Defence to. his domeſtick 
and beſt-beloved Diſciples; the \mira- 
euloys Gift of the Zoly Ghoſt, which 


caſt the Devilour of his-miſerable: Paſ: * Cor. 12. 
fals 5 could not ſecure-the: Emjoyer from : 1 Cor. 10. 
his Aſhults and Treacheries. © His 3: 


Temptations are common to Hen, even 


the devouteſt Votaries'at the Throne of 


Grace ; nor does the. ſpecial Preſence ot 
God 


See. 


up to- Heaven, and 
beating out antredden and nearer Paths 
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dwelleth, always prote&_ us from this: 


Rev.12.1c- infolent Intruder into his holy Afſem- 


blies, In ſhort he is fo. ampudent as 
to accuſe - the Children of -God &e- 
fore. him, and renew his Encounters 
after the molt //hamefull Baffles ;; yea, 


ſo maliciouſly bent -upon our Deſtructi-. 


on, that he tugs at it N2ght and Day, 
{ullies our Dreams, and defiles- our 
Recreations, perplexes -our - Buſineſs, 
and diſtrats our Devotions ; a thous 
ſand Snares he lays about our 7 ables 
zndour Beds; neither allowing:himſeif 
nor us any reſt," till he either: deſpairs 
of Succels, or g/orzes in our-ruin. 

3. His great Artifice in deceiving us 
with falſe Appearances, and raifing 
our Expectations” of . delicious Plea- 
ſures and Profits from extremely 632: 
ter::and Jofing Practices. . He | has a 
wonderfull -4r:in laying i: beautiful/ 
Colours on-the > moſt detormed! and 
pernicious Adtions', and hiding rhe 
Sting while we tait the Sweet: of his 
diſguiſed Dainties. This is indeed his 
ſoyereign and-molt ſuccetsfull Policy, 
to amuſe our «Minds with Images of 
things which are not, and entertain our 
Fancies-with'.gay and winning —_ 

+ a 
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, Thus) 7OU have ſeett vor Een" it 
" the head of his mighty Armies, with 
his wonderfall Train of Artiery about 
. ws poſted:bn.the higher: ground, ſu- 
perioue to you both in power- 
ty, tall and'\terrible as" the! Anaki 
Huſhr - with Yifory, and Paleſled. of 
E __ many 
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Power it ſelf can do.; and-t 
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need i be eſs and. innoce! 
all a val Crimes ?, To bring ot 
tremes of a. Cantradition rogether,,. or 
do that which in the #atwre of. ir.can 


never *te done, is more. than Infinite 


finite Wiſdom and. Goodneſs cannot re- 
quire ir of frail and finjte -Creures, 
eſpecially under an; "Infinte- Penalty. 
And ſince-it -is plainly impoſlible. 
withſland. irreftible Power it can; be 
no leſs than an fnite Abſardity to 
ſuppoſe the-Enemy of. our Salvation 
to be wreſiſtible. + 
Tis ' true, there are alderable 
odds between the powers. of the Ange- 
Jical. and Humane, Nature, UP 
nce 
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are at leatt ſufficietro defends 


US againſt 


Hell: * This is the. Eve fate of the W. 2 
berwixt us/ and our iwvifi Z Adves 7 ; 
ry; "tor the clearer Underllantng of 
Ew theſe three thigs, 


"5 Tat to. 5 the Devil is, only 
to? 'wichland his! FT EAPLatIDges ; | 


"11, That weare, hot defliture of ſuf- 
Rhea Powers and Aftiſlances (if we : 
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Fighting for. it; We ; 2annot defire either - 
upon cofier Terms: For now all we ; 3 
Wag? talls within the- verge -of our 
Power, and if we loſe the Vicor) 
who'to thank _ = © TheS, a 
I» uw u greater (faith Sr. 
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It was none of his own; ever 'af 
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mention of theſe heavenly Gur! , 
facred Hiſtory, and/by” their ſeaſonable 
ring to tlie Servants of- God in - 
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Conqueror at their: utmoſt' Peril whi 
he © ſcatters his Enemies «that 1 Delight 
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"if it does not 


Reaſon 4d Fieedoads As Gt”. 4 he 
did. not, if he did: not foreſee his Fall; 
and Diſcover what Uſe he would make 
of his Faculties; till his Cres diſclo> 
ſed it to him. | 
' But it is. not my preſent: Buſineſss to 
clear the Dodrine. of: Preſcience; but 
ſuppoſing God's Foreknowledge: of the | 
Fall of Man, to ſhew the Confiſtency 
of it with his [Infinite Goodneſs, which 
I. ſhall endeavour to do by the Evi- 
dence/of the following Propoſitions, 
Prop. 1: That the-moſt Perfe@t and 
Comprehenſive Thought:.or Notion 
we can: have of God, is that he i is 2 
Being Infinite in all Kinds of PerfeRion; 
ſuch as Exiſtence, Power, Knowledge; 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs; Holineſs, Jaſtice; 
Sc. each of which, tothe utmoſt Poſs 
ſibility of PerfeRtion, is no leſs Eflen- 
tial to the,Divine Nature, than the Fa- 
culty. of Reaſoning i is'to the Humane: 
So that whenever we ſpe 
are ſuppoſed to ſpeak 
Being that has all Tranſcendent Excel- 
lencies in himſelf. - And henee it ſol- 
lows, | 
-7.. That the Attributes" or Perfedti ; 
ons.of God are very: agreeable and 
conſiſtent one. with -another : or that 
| H there 
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_ there-1s 4 mutt 


tual Concent and Harmo- 
ay. between them, without, the- leaſt 
Jar or Contrariety to obſtruct their 
happy Union in the ſame individual 
and ever bleſſed Nature. 

- 2. Since: all PerfeQtions are united 
in the divine Nature, and eſſential to 
it, they . muſt be alſo inſeparable one 
from another: ſo that God -muſt be 
infinitely - good and juſt at the ſame 


time that he is infinitely wiſe, power-. 


full, and holy, z. e. all his Perfetions 


muſt "be co-exiſtent, ſeeing they. all 
Center in a age] te ſame unchange- 


able Nature. d hence we may he 
ſure that God never deve/ts himſelf of 
one Attribute, when ever he chuſes to 
glorifie another, how inconſiſtent ſoc» 
ver they may ſeem.toour weak and in- 


adequate Apprehenfions of them. And 


therefore wel 
 3- We mult expe no.ad of Good- 


neſs from Go f 


with infinite Knowledge, Wiſdom, Ju- 


| ſiice, and Holineſs : nor need-we fear 


any Severity or Puniſhment from him, 
but what a good, a holy and righte- 

ous God can inflict upon us. *. 
4- Hence ir, follows, that no ſeem 
ing Contrariety berween-the Perfecti- 
| . ons 


Fn l 
SEG 13494. 5 XK = "One eu O-ring "OAT OE INN —_ | 
AT DIE IR ROT 07 i EOS NL BS on OS 06 INES. 08. FRE PE 3 WR 0p =} gp en NE s 
Weg Do IK Po Ft of & of, TA * I £2 ER 4-23.40 POTS i 65 Res DR Re ; a bo Sa 
* wa 4 * : P17 <= : Ps bs, RE, FR. wrt Wes. 24 [es W ny 3M 9 A 5 5 
. v : by £-42Þ Pe of EEG oy TS. . £ 
% S ' _— "IS os; bp TR. 
7 br s o . by eg $0 I ES $7 : 57 7 
” - "_ 4 FI Do o 1 28..5 a3 
l . X F .1 > i ,# © Be 
. 7 , 5 ef 29 os & &# © " Þ44k ys IR : 
% - FF. /# 
Ys T 
% 


ons of f God, 0 orany- rok his' Adtons ind. 
Dealings with his Creatures,: is any 
real Argument-againſt *the - Conſiſten- 
cy of them. For inſtance, it "may 
ſeem to ſome very ſerious Perſons to 
reflect upon-the: Goodneſs of God; at. 
the ſame time  to- foreſee the: Sin of 
'Man, and to put him. into a-conditi- 
on in which: he might ſin and be; mi- 
 {erable, which (they. will fay)-mighc 
haye been prevented by-ſtayirig his 
creating hand. | But.how hard foever 
-it may be: for a finite Underſtanding 
to account for . it;/ this is:no reaſona- 
ble: Objection againſt the” Goodneſs of 
our Maker ; it being” n6lefs certain 
that God is good, than that Manis 
created and tallen; or that ' there is 
ſach a glorious Being as God in the 
World; for,” if fuck aa one'there is, 
tie 1s infinitely perfe, and: then he 
muſt be infinitely good, and was fo 
When he made the World, and will 
| be fſo'to eternal Ages, being the ſame 
yeſterday, to day, andtor ever. This | 
is as bright a Truthi-as any is within 
the whole Circle of Science: © There 
. ts no foundationof Certainty, if there 
i800 God ;- and there cati be none that 
is not perfectly good. ASS 

H zZ Edi 


Let us: therefore hold'to this Prin- 
' Eiple, that God is Infinite in Goodneſs, 
and Knowledge, \andyall orher Perfe- 
_ ions, and the conſequence. will be, 
that his creating Man” after he: had 
foreſeen his Fall, is no reaſonable Ob- 
jection againſt his Goodneſs, or any 
of his glorious Attributes; becauſe it 
is impoſſible for a Being that has all 
poſſible - Perfection in himſelf, ' to: aft 
beneath the Dignity. of his Nature, or 
to 1njure his Creatures by doing any 
thing which they might juſtly to E- 

ternity, accuſe: him. of. _........ 

| This, I c 


els, does:not eaſe us of 
the difficulty--of apprehending,. how 
it- conſiſts with the Goodneſs of God 
to make a-Creature,. who (he\knew) 
would fin and be miſerable: Bur then 
the greater that Difficulty is, the more 
| clearly it-ſhews the Weakneſs and In- 
| -_ _ competeacy of our Underſtandings:to 
| cenſure and fit in Judgment-upon the 
Actions of God; and that-it becomes 
us to content our-ſelves with what we 
certainly*do'or may know and. believe 
concerning him and his Attributes. 
\ Rom. 9. Who art thou, O man,. that replieft. a- 
; 7 | *92 oginſt God? Shall the thing formed ſay 
E zo him that formed it, Why haſt e's 
made 
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; ne me hs: > Hath'not. ” Potter 
power over the Clay? Oh the depth of Rom. 11. 


= wes he Wiſdom and Knows 33 
vf God | | o—_ ef fatin, 
nt toy _ bis'W paſt finding 


our 7 9 


* Prop. Wl. The God is inkoitely's O 
in himſelf, we muſt not expeR that -he 
ſhould make his: Creatures OA 
good and hap y, For, as's 
Perfection-is ellential to the Notion of 
God, {o-is Dependence and ImperfeQi- 


'pn to:the Notion of a Creature : which 


proves thatthere are Degrees” of Perfe- 


Creatures ; and for theſe: which” are, 
all we can expect from a good Crea- 


tor is, that he: Dexrs communicate 


nlich fivecals Nantres nt pe, 


and conducive to wiſe and'"exc t 
; ſhould by 


2: (as Moſes tells us) was 


exactly obſervechto'the leaſt Mite"or 
Tae. 'Gev. 1. 31:' And God ſaw-every 
| _ that be bad wade; and behold it 


Sa as 


a ery _ Which x not. hand 
been ſaid of every Creature, if- there 
was any. Defect in thgſCreation'of Men 
þ Sy who are t e Top and Glo» 
1e-Creation: i Andif they were 


made-wvery good in the unerring Judg- 
ment of -God, tho we may fancy ſtill 
tharrhey might have been made berrer 
we:cannot accuſe the Goodneſs of God 
for, making them 'as they/were made, 
both; becauſe he judges infinitely better 
than. we-do, and becauſeto be made wve- 
ry good implies noJels, than that God 
adyanc't-thenn at; firſt.to-a-very 
ition, and gave them all that was 

needfull-to ſecure. and improve their 
Happineſs; and more than this we 
have Reaſon to think was not ſuitable 
to his infinite Wiſdom ; and ſince God 
is. as::wiſe as he' is good, all we can 
promiſe: otirdſelves is, that he will do 
all:the good that can be wiſely done, 
but No More. 

"The Summ we his, is, char-abſolute 
and perfet Goodneks being effential-to 
God, [- wag not look ms ay it in-the 
Creatures, whoſeNatures are uncapa- 
e of it ; and that relative or cri 

daeſs,. is and muſt .be-commenſa 
rate to the Nerves Ou tires, "a 


the © good Ds - a which * ey were 
created, | / And then, if God gave Man 
excellent Nature, AG endued him 
with all the Perl zriec Alon 
Bodg: chanal © on wk 
poral and eterna | Ha pine! 
dent that he has don all that became 
a good and bountitul - Greator to do 
for him. | ; oo” Batt 4: WES 
Now let us put the natter-upon'thi 
Ifue: all-that was requiſite to the pre- 
ſeat or future Happineſs of Man wa 
provided 'to his nd. . when God 
made him a reaſonable, innocent and 
immortal Being, and gave him power 
to ſecure and enlarge his Happineſs b 
ating according to hs DicCtates of hy 
Reaſon, and perſevering in os Inng- 
cence and Obedience to- his. Make. 
Was not thisgn AQ of adoreableGood- - 
neſs 2 ;And'did it not deſerve the hi 


the Anthor of it 2 Bur ef ererna Ls 

"It on jrrnge Wane kf 
de rough into. a- State 

- Ou his Maker: Bur this is 


been no Creation at : re Was 1 
hs cn ww free 30d rea 
+ nable 


nable Beivg, "night poſſibly abuſe the 
Goodneſs of his Maker, tranſgreſs his 
Commandments, and ſo make himſelf 
miſerable, when nothing. but himſelf 
could do it. *Tis true, this was the 
primitiveState both of Angels and 
Men : but the queſtion/is, where is the 
fault of it, when'botl-the one and the 
other were made faultleſs and happy, 
d-might have continued'ſo (had they 
pleaſed) "for ever? -If there was no 
fault in the Creature, there could be 
none in the Creator : and then it” will 
be hard to find one anywhere elle. 
But fill ſome Men cannot” brink 
their Minds'to apprehend, but that it 
muſt-needs argue\ a Defect in creating 
Goodneſs, ' to make a Creature of the 
moſt / curious: Form, 'and the nobleſt 
Endowments of Mind and Spirit, that 
can a& below: the Dignity of its ex- 
cellent "Nature; and:by inning make 
it ſelf miſerable, But” I would fain 
know what rational Ground theſe 
Men have for ſo tranſcendent. a Con- 
ceit as this. -» Would they be more than 
Angels, or any'Creature they campoſ- 
fibly frame an Idea: of #' And becauſe 
God invtichenant y good and happy, 
will they charge ny GE for not 
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don't uſe to queſtion the Goodneſs of 
God for” making ſo vnduwtfferctics 
as he has done © between" the” ſeveral' = 4 
Orders of "Creatures, for-\not'giving | 
every Plant the Fragrancy'of a Roſe, 

or every Flower” the Beauty of | 
lpvde prog 

Majeſty oft a \£i6a; or for naKkir 
Earth and all the Furniture or "th 
feriour Wore Servi 
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pineſs. os ha, beter none, 
than ſuch: # dull; ut 
ob; Ts hap k7 FE 


eſs of. God? If it does 
could bene Fault in crea- 
ing hc zh -it might p FLY 
me veep if 1t--4 


nour and- Equity God on not. .t0 


have made one re Creature 
or free. Agent: and- then: he could 
riot have ace one wr py - Creature, 
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LIMI 


| Tiknh, i ach _—_— 4 : 


Pop ce pot when: 4 varniſhe wich 


Perfe@ions of God, hacks tq nk 2 
Creature after his -own mage, becauſe 

ngheſi Maniteſtation of 
God: is hs wt abſolute Pattern of 
Being and Excellency ; -and: therefore 
to make a Creature albert -bis Image, 
is to make the moſt abſolute and ex- 
cellent Oreature : and tadoithis.is maſt 
agreeable-to: the Divine-PerfeRions ; 
and then nothing can Us More _UNreg- 
fonablo ng toſuppoſe: atly Diſcord a 


the Approberion ofa his = 


1h oancygaon 
ns - Freedom. of 
Choice,: DD _ 
$hough - he canadt chaſe Ev its 
own fake, becauſe uheee; is-:nothing 
in the Nate: of Evil to: recommend 


. or Advantage, 2-4 


=; 


15, when it puts on a Vizzor or Appear- 

ance of good (which all evil may do, 
except apparent and-immediate Deſtru- 
- ion) it may be unhappily? miſtaken, 
andſo choſen for it. *Tis certain there 
was no natural Propenfity to evil in 
the original Conſtitution: of Men or 
Angels: but:{lill where there is a Li- 
berty of choice, there-is and muſt be 
a Poſſibility of chuſing Wrong ;* for he . 
only is free that ' chuſes the good or 
evil which he had powe not to o have 
"choſen: if he could notirefuſe's 
he cannot be faid to:/aR.upon C 


Notion of- "Moral. Buil ner 2 pos of 

ſing or- voluntary Foy. thers being 

World, bur by.b 900 ne xe en, i.e by 

'the ACT 0 One Tn 

which might chuſe amis: an id ſoa Vo- 
| gent'implies @Poflibi 


en oflibility- of 
-Man- therefore: ike ſin , 
tho' DE Os good; or, ja 
Poune nw I == him, « 
ofrew and rea ohable Being, a rer 5 own 
"Imag c and Eikene(s. kia 50 — 

| But here che Queſtionmay be atked; 
Might not: God have. given Man a rea- 
fonable SouÞ-withour' a'*Liberty'/ + of 


A645 % PIT 
—__—_— 


Choice ? - ſo £ th-@ the Entrance 
of Sin into: the World ? Fanſwer, *tis 
hard to ſay what God cannot do mere» 
ly with” reſpe&:to his infinite Power, 
ſince by that he-can do all. things that 
do not imply a ContradiQion--in the 
Nature of them. But then it is utter- 
ly: unaccountable, that a wiſe, a good, 

and a juſt -God ſhould make a Crea- 
ture only to underſtand what is fit and 
right to be'done, and not give him a 
power to chuſe what is goodand right. 


For- what uſe is there of Reaſon, but. 


to teach\'us what we ſhould chu 
And whatadvantage:is it to know this 
if we can; make .no-uſe. of our: Know- 
ledge, as certamly+we cannot, -if we 
have no Faculty: 0 
cern to be:good: and. excellent 2 What 
were We the | tter-for-] 

isa God and a Heaven;- if wec 


love and chuſe them-forsour Happi- 


neſs? 'Tis not the. Knowledge;of any 
Excellency that .can make-us happy, 
without'a Diſpoſition to.enjoy-it; and 
what we are diſpoſed to enjoy we "love, 
defire, and chuſe to have-a Propriety 
in; and then-a Creature that cannot 
chuſe.-at all; cannot. be happy : and 
ther, I: am ſure;: he cannot -be .made 
after the Image of God. Are 


to chuſe-what- we diſ-. 
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PRE not addon Alodack W- Vietize 
abſolutely war The to-make a reaſon- 
able Creature happy # And: does not 
Morality in the Nature of it imply ' x 
free as well as a reaſondble Agent 2 Do 
not the greateſt Pleaſuresin-the World, 
in the Judgment of the wiſeſt and beft 

} Men, os: from” this RefleQion, that 
they have choſen the better part, and 
preferred-the pleaſing of God, the Ho- 
nour of their Nature, and the Peace 
of their Conſciences;beforethe Charms 
and Gratifications of _— Prey 

PE | njpyed t em? 


F® 


it may þ be to: bis Ss) to. —_ 

ake-a reaſonable Creature 
without a Liberty. « of Choice. . 
. Again, A Being thar-has' no Free- 
dom to diſpoſeof'its own: Aﬀions, can- 
not deicrve-well or ill, or be accoun- 
table to God for any: thing: it does; or 

| does not do: and then were: the Ward 
made up of ſuch Creatures, therecould 


be no ſuch ng as Relig! 


hs —_—_—_— 


conſiſtent with his re 9 


room for.” Virtue or Vice,” for Rewards 


juſt or gove bare: brig 
wouls be no eter Mi: 


irs Motions: "are; ky no Returns - 


Praiſe or /Gratittide to the Author of 
it. And what a wild ſuppoſition 'is 


this, that to introduce" a oedſonable 
Creature in the room of Angels a 
Men, excludes al 


Attributes of God, how having » 
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the caſe before us. * 


oy IV. 0c 's Fore-knowledg e of 


already hs he God wh is infi- 
nitely good might ; moke a reaſonable 
Creature and a'fre&Apent : and rhar it 
highly became himito*do this, becauſe 
this was to make's Creature after his 
wn 1mage, and. that is the higheſt In- 
| Ff- creating Goodneſs ; and one 
would: chink;' 'this was enough to clear 
at once the Goodneſs and every erſe 
Perie- 


"ooh of Choice, when he was-infal- 
libly certain beforet _ hat he would 
abuſe it; and this they appr 


hy. or emilcrab e2 "This = ma) 
fure he'did not, af i it 'was inconſiſtent 
with his Goodneſs : and if it_ was nor, 
why are they tri abled to think that 
'he did do it? Or would they - prove 
that God did-not foreſee the conſe- 
* quence of creating 'a free Agent? Let 
. them firſt anſwer all the-Argumeats, 
Afﬀermarions, and Predictions in Scri- 
pture, which plainly*proveithat the 
free Thoughts and Adtions of of; Me 
open and naked to the Preſcience of 


God ; and then {ct them conſider what 


LIM 


conſiſtent with bis Preſcience. 


they gain by excluding his Preſcience. 
Does it at all mend .rhe matter to ſay, 
that God made innumerable Creatures 
that would fin and be; miſerable, but 
knew it not till it was too late to pre- 
vent it2'or can they ſeriouſly allow 
themſelves to. think, that .he laid the 


Foundations of the Earth, arid created 


Man upon it before Ever he was maſter 
of his Deſign, or was ſure whether it 


_ would turn to account or not 2. How 


could he make a Covenant with Abra- 


ham and his, Seed for ever, -arid diſtin- Geb. 18:] 
guiſh them from all' the Families of the ?* '5-. 


Farth, if he did not foreſee that hu Chil- 


_ dren would keep the way of the Lord ; 
. or that there would always be a Gene- 


ration' of Men ici the World of the ſame 
Stamp and, Integrity, that, would pre- 
fer the Worſhip and Service of the true 


God before, the Pleaſures of Senſe, and 
fignalize their, Faith (as Abraham did) 


by the Freedom and Ingenhiry of their 


 . Obedience to him? Ler them, I fay, 
_ impartially weigh the Conſequences on 


both ſides, .and they will clearly ſee 
that ,they. bear as hard upon. the Wiſ- 


. dom of God, by denying his Preſcierice, 


as they. fear they ſhould do ,upon his 


.. Goodies, by a crting if. 


Be” 7 OR 


"a 


1zÞ 


Luk. :3:4-the Tower in $i0am fell, Ys 


The Goodies of God. 


Now to caſe them of this Fear ; that 
God's bang ror of the Fall of 
Man was no blemiſh to his creating 
— will, 1 doubt nor, ſuffict- 
ety appear, if they candidly conſider 
thefe three things. _.. 

x. That his Preftience had not the 
feaſt influence vwpon their Fall or Diſo- 
bedience ro him... Our firſt Parents 

havelivedand been eternally hap- 


-Þy upon the Stock of thr original Vir- 
ves and Endowtnents, 'and'the Divine 


Favour _ wpon them, hay they 


wed then as _rhey oupht ; and they _- 
Id Ny G69 Hd never foreken © 
their Sin or Miffery fery. Neither did they 
fin becauſe riot world, bur 
Sir woald ſit: ahd 

Haveſinned, whe- 


Her he had 'Av-ron what they would . 
do: _ 543 tho gat Pall cout not 
ih atty? to his Know - 
of it, ho rhoretiinn clic Death 
of thoke eiphreen Perforis upon whom 


e hit beheld the | 


of -hits Creatures, his 


Goodneſs ih Carving hem, ma tnppy 


State 


—_— 


I 


P 


ky 


i" 


- | 


"£2 confiftent with his Preſcience. Ht 
.. State could be never the leſs for his 
'Knowing that they would abuſe it. 
2. That his Foreknowledge of their 
Fall did tiot hinder him fromuſing the 
moſt proper and likely means to pre- 
p . vent it. When . God made Man up- 
| right, he gave him powet to ſtahd and 
and perſevere in his Innocence; and:to - 
ſecure, improve, and immortalize his 
Glory and: Happineſs ; and when he 
had done this, he gave him a loud'and 
_ timely warning of the great danger of 
Failing in his Obedience to him, tek _ 
ling him that i» the day of bis Tranfe G114:14; * 
grefſion be ſhould ſurely. die. And is 
not this a fair Repreſentation of the 
Goodneſs of h the utmoſt degree 
that became a wiſe, 4 holy, and a 
faithfull Creator 2 Does not this plain- 
ly demonſtrate, that the making Man | 
a free Agent was. no Contrivance of 
his Creators to draw him .ifito Sin of 
| Miſery? And that his Preſcience was 
'f to far from ſerving any ſuch end, that" 
it took the moſt natural and proper 
courſe to prevent it ; admoniſhe hint _ 
of his imminent Danger, and foretold 
his dying day to be the fame with that * 
of his cating the - forbidden Fruit? 
Which certainly God had ed 
Fd (8 
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132 - The Goodneſs of God. 
after he had put him into a way tolive 
for ever, if either he had not foreſeen 
his Danger, or was willing to connive 
at. his Death and Miſery. But more 
_ - thanthis, ©" i 
3. God's Foreknowledge of Man's 
Abuſe of his Goodneſs was no real Dif- 
paragement'to.it,. becauſe it was in his 
power to turn that Abuſe to an excel- 
lent end, and to take occaſion by our 
Fall to. manifeſt the Glory of his Attri® 4» 
butes in-a- far higher degree than was 
| poſſible merely by his at of Creation. | 
 *Tis the glorious Prerogative of God to Þ[ 
bring good out of. evil, which muſt þ 
have been concealed for ever, if he had 
never ſuffered evil to have entred into 
the World. . The Glories of the Divine 
Wiſdom, Love, and Goodneſs: in the 
Redemption of Mankind; the Glories 
of God's Patience, Mercy, and Juſtice 
towards the different Ranks 'and De- - 
grees of Sinners, do all depend upon 
his Permiſſion of the Sins and Follies of » 
Men, and applying ſuitable Remedies 
- to. them, and: had never appear- 
ed upon the Theatre of 'this World, 
1f it had not been for the tragical Miſ- | 
carriages of our firſt Parents. ' "The fall Þ 
of Man was indeed a vaſt Unhappineſs 
| in 


conſiftent with his Preſcience. 


in it ſelf: but then it opened wonder- _ 


full Scenes ' of happy and ſurprizing 
Providences, which the ' Angels of Hea- 
ven defire to look into, and will be the 
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i Pet. 1.12 


Delight and Admiration of all good - 


Men to' Eternity. Above all,' the In- 


carnation of the Son of God (for which 


there would have been no occaſion in 


a Stateof Innocence) was a prodigious 
Demonſtrationof his unparalleled Love 


and Favour to the lapſed Race of Man- -: 


kind, a ſtrangely proper and moſt pow- 
erfull means to reconcile the World unto 


himſelf,” to promote Holineſs in ſeveral 


Inſtances, and Virtue in ſeveral Kinds, 


which could never have grown in Pa- 
radice, and to' advance the humane 


Nature far above the State and Digni- 


ty from which the firſt 4dam fell. For 
the Union of the humane Nature with 


the Divine is not only an Argument of + 


the ſincereſt Love. and good Will to 


. Men, but a moſt efficacious and tran- 


ſcendent Principle of the higheſt Per- 
feftion and Happineſs that-the Nature 
of Man is capable of. It is certain, the 


| Recovery of Mankind required another 


kind of Diſpenſation' than what was ſui- 


table to a State of Innocence; and ſurely - 


God would never have manifeſted hins- 


Ez ſelf 


134 The Goodneſs of God 
ſelf in the Eleſh, br diſcovered fuch in- 
finite Treaſures of Grace and Wiſdom 
in the Goſpel of his Son, but to exalt 
the Nature he took upon him to a more 
eminent Height, to enlarge our Capa- 
cities, and to make us Partaters of the 
Divine Nature, 10 a new and extraor= F 
dinary Meaſure, that (as the Apoſtle 
Egb. 3.19. ſpeaks) we might be filled with all the | 
Fulneſs of God. 
Now, if the Fall of Man was an oc» 
caſion of greater !Manifeſtations of the 
Glory of God, and his Love to Man- 
kind,” than were poſſible in a State of 
Innocence, it certainly can be no Re+ A 
proach to -his Goodneſs, when he had | 
foreſeen, that he did not prevent his 
Fall. For what Reaſon is. there, that 
the foreſeen Unhappineſs of a Creature, - 
which is purely owing to himſelf, ſhould 
confine the infinite Goodneſs and Wife 
dom of his Maker, who can as caſily . 
bring geod out of evil, as a Creature 
out ofnzo:hing 2 Was the immenſe Boun- 
ty of God exhauſted by his a& of Cre- 
ation ? or can his infinite Wiſdom find 
no other ways of expreſſing his Good- | 
peſs 2 Cannot he that made us after 
his own \ Image, create us a-new after ? 
the Image of his Sov, withous breaking 
an 


[ 


1 1RA 
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| ar thax his Goodgels p6. confiſte 
Il as fer 


eonfiſtent with his Proſeience. 
and di 
etink tl 


bs oy. him Jy mz 
els. his 


our Frame? Or can we 


Fo 
joy Patience, 


pnibying 


Holineſs, V Veraciy y, nd. ML i in con- 
triving and carrying on the ſtupgndays 


Work of qur Redemptian? Nay who 
doubts but the Soints | in fiber £ are 
advanced to more eminent Degrees of 


Glory by the Merits of their Re 6-1 | 


than they could have been ar eh che mw 
rits of chip own a av > ; in caſe 
our firſt Parents had never fallen? In g 
word , Gpd can frve his own wiſe walk 
gracious ends by the Sinsof Fon 

out contributing to chem; 

he cag, and has taken EP go ys 
by our Fall ro higher Capacities and 
Attainments in Virtue and Happineſs, 
than we en joy d, or could have reacht 
io our IDEs Station ; it is I think g 
very Plain and eyjdent Trut 4 FG 
God's Forgknowledge of our F 

00 blemiſh to his « 


with - his Preſcience, as we 
all his other FRITIOs 
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when or rey our Fall, 
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And now, T hope, I have if enough 
to fatisfieany candid inquiſitivePerſon 
\ 2. That there was-no Defect or Ble- 
miſh in the Creation of Man, or in his 


being made a reaſonable and free Agent, 


fince he was created in a State of In- 
nocence and Pleaſure, and wanted no- 
thing to crown and complete his Hap- 
pineſs, but what depended on himſelf, 
the right uſe of 'his own Reaſon and 
Freedom, without which it was impol- 
fible for him, or any other Being to be 
happy. Thus it became God to make 
him, and thus through his good Plea- 
ſuce he was created : ſo that, after all 
the Ruins of Humane Nature, Man's 
original Frame {till ſtandsas a- glorious 


Monument of his Creator's Goodneſs , 


and will do ſo to Eternity. 
 2.. That the Fall of our firſt Parents 
from this good Eſtate was not owing 
to God's Foreknowledge of it, or any 


 AQorTnfluenee of his, or to any warit 


of Power or Warning they might juſt- 
ly have expected from him. And ſince 
their Fall can in no Reſpe& be impu- 
ted-to him, we may be fully aſſured 
that his Goodneſs is not in the leaſt de- 
oree dif paraged by his Preſcience or 


Per: 


UM 


UMI 


conſiſtent with bis Preſcience. 
Permiſſion of it. For is not he infinite- 
ly good to me, who puts 'it into my 
power to be happy, if I pleaſe, for & 


ver? And leſt Tſhould neglet my own 


Happineſs, kindly warns me of the Dan- 
ger and diſmal Conſequence of it ; tho' 


after he has done all that became him 


to,prevent it, he ſhould not think fit 
to controul my Will,, when. he! ſees me 
bent upon my own Deſtrution? - | 

3. That we have abundant Reaſon 


132 


to praiſe and adore the Goodneſs of 


God, who at firſt ' created us after his 
own Image, in all the happy and deli- 


cious Circumſtances, we could deſire 


for our felves ; and when we had wa- 
ſted our original Stock of Happineſs, 
was pleaſed to open the. mighty Trea- 
ſures of his Grace, and to give us new 
and ſurprizing Demonſtrations of his In- 
finite Love' and Favour ; by which 'we 
are infallibly ſure, that his Permiſſion 
of our -Fall was grounded upon great 
and admirable Reaſons ; and that God 
did not envy or negle& our Happineſs, 
or want any Kindneſs for us that be- 
came the Creator and Preſerver of Men. 
And here 1 ſhould conclude, were 


it not for one Objetion which is apt to 


tick with ſome Perſons, whoſe Satis- 


azs - The Goodneſs of God: 
| faion is chiefly defign'd in this <a + 


and that is this ; "PT 
E _ 
Gy art pen _— 


- Secing Kod mar 1 
it not. » expected 
4 over-ruled the Wil of of Nan when he 
| faw. him warping from his Obedience . | 
to him, and 4o ; prevented all the Sin wp 
and Miſery, in. which he has involv'd | 
himſelf aod his pangppy Poſterity ? 
> ws of he fair! 7 were, 
ing a enough to furniſh 
an. Anſiver SE and the rather be- 
cauſe it does not lie againſt the Good» - 
- neſs of the Creation (the Vindication 
of which is my proper Task) but a- I 
go. the Goodneſs of Providence, and 
ne: | 
it, For © prevent- | 
ed the ur Commuliion Abe 4w 
* he is eſſentially good, 
fon he ought not to fuller Sig vga 
tioue in the World, baving ever had 
the fune power tohinder the Progreſs, 
which he bad at firſt roprevent the Eu- 
trance of Sig into the World, On the 
other hand, whos Foe who is cſſkatially 
fr ir ar Tango foe at 
T 0, a5 'E TACMET 
proved, \pcither is be obliged (arthe 
Shay a7 ferve ti a" 
ence 


UMI 


conſiſtent with bis Preſcience. 139: - 
dence) to. put Pw "ogg tho-Progres: 
+ of Sin and Wickedneſs. 
' Bue to ates c0 ogk ance diratty the 
f; \there is no: doubs 
but guar of Man is fubje@& w-the - 
. ſaveraign Will 'of God; otherwiſe Gad 
 muſthave madea Creature that he was 
| not able to govern, which is urterly - 
inconfiſtent with the natural Nottons of 
an infiritely wiſe Creator and Govern» 
' nour. But therefore the proper / = 
ſion is, whether ir becomes fo 
Creator and - Governour dai 
the Will of his Creatures, after he has 
I put them uponan eafie Tryahof Obedi- 
| ence to him, at leaſt in the ſame aft on. 
| ys. ph grand. liſue of the: 'Eryal 
depends? or, fince God had given our- 
firſt Parents a Liberty of Choice, whe- 
ther it was fuitable to his mime Wits 
dom-to hinder them by bis irrefuſtible = 
Power from chufing/and eating thefor- 
bidden Fruit > Now: the Refol of _ 
this queſtionisnot hard, if wecoaſider, 


- DN On 
could nor ny 
to do that, ; which was ll agen 
te his infinite Wiſdom and 
an rates as Ine wet ls 
our Fall, wheo he dg} not want power 
\fo 
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The Goodneſs of God 
power to do-it, the Event undeniably 
proves that he did nor eſteem it fic or 
prudential to interpoſe his irreſiſtible 
power, and by it to fave us from the 
Guilt and Miſery which he faw usdraw- 
ing upon-our ſelves: There is nothing 
ſurer than that God, who looks thro” 


all the Natures, and comprehends all 


the Reaſons. of Things, has always 
ſome wiſe and unanſwerable Reaſons 
for every thing he does, or does not 

do, or permits the doing of by others 
in the World; and then I am ſure no- 
thing can be more reaſonable than for 
us to acquieſce inal! his Permiſſions, as 
well as in all the Diſpoſals of his Provi- 
dence, and not think our ſelves wiſe 
enough to mend the Wiſdom and ReQti- 
tude of them. A wiſe and good Man 


wants no Argument to convince him 


that any thing is wiſe or juſt, fo far 
as infinite Wiſdom is concern'd in the 
Doing or Permiſſion of it. 

2.. That the great Beauty and Wiſ- 
dom of Providence, and the.moſt na- 
tural and equitable Rule of Government 
conliſts in governing the ſeveral Or- 
ders of Beings, according to their re-- 
ſpetive Natures; and then to rule a 
tree Agent by mere Force and w_— 

| | 10N, 


\ 


might nor this have prevented his Fall? 


conſiſtent with his Preſcience. 
ſion, -to give Man a Liberty of Choice, 
and not permit the exerciſe of it, mult 
needs ' derogate from the Wiſdom and 
Beauty of his Providence : becauſe this 
is to govern his Creature contrary to 
the Nature he himſelf had given him 
z. e. contrary to the natural and moſ 
equitable Rule of Government. ' For 
why were we made. free, if our-Crea- 
tor did not intend to leave us 'to our 
Choice ?//Is any Man the better for be- 
ing forc't to do'a: good : Action, / or. vi- 
olently reſtrained -from a bad?” A forced 
Obedience can never deſerve a'Rewards 


or improve the lealt/ habie of Virtus 


or Goodneſs in us; both which de» 
pend upon/the free and ingenuous:Mo« 


- tions of - the Will, + exerting its. own 
Liberty, and following; 'the 'Light- of 


Reaſon {and Revelation, which-is:the 
true and\'only. PerfeQtion of it... New, 
if a, forc't Obedience could be no real 
Advantage to us, then it could not: be 
expected from the Goodneſs of;: God 
that he ſhould have over-ruled the 


Will, -and ſuppreſt- the nobleſt Prin- 


Fw 


go. > Enemy 
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ciple- he had planted in the Mind of 


Man, only to 'extort a thankleſs Obe- 
dience from him. But you will ſay, 


I 


The Gvodneſs of God. 
1 anſwer, Man lad certainly fined, 
if .he had not freely performed that ex- 
fie and reaſonable Obedience bis Maker 
of him: and if he had, there 
would have been no occafion of God's 
 over-ruling his Will; and therefore there 
can = ”—_— —_— again IP _ 
not doing of it; But at la 
God had done this; od that Man had 
been under aNeccſfity of beinginnocent, 
(or rather of not finning) +15 faqs 
then: how been ne fuck thing: as 
Vie and Obedience bet Kits 
| that ever the; World wa: -which is 
fuchacharach | State; 
and the Wikdom of the Divine Govern. 
ment,'as can never be reconciled to 
 theeſfential Properties of cither. e's 
_ - 3.' Laſtly, Itis a palpable Contradi 
Qion to! the Divine PerfeQions to ſup- 
| Poſe; that the Goodneſs of God ſhould 
eblige him to aft contrary to the Rules 
of his Wiſdomy or that God ſhould 4+ 
our firſt Parents of the Liberty 
of raſting the forbiddenFruie, uponthe 
_— of Death, on purpoſe'ro prove 
their Obedience: ro bum, and' while 
they ſtood upon their Trial; render 'it 
utterly uſeleſs by his own Ad; ze. by 
CY their ms contrary. - 


conſiſtent with bis Oreſcimce. | 


_ the Freedom and Inclination of them. 


To Conclude. 
There is one Meditation which* me- 


thioks ſhould be ſufficient of ics ſelf to 


revivethe Spirits, and difpell the Doubts 
and Fears of all diſconſolate Chriſtians, 
concerning the Oreation of Men and 
Angels, and the Carriage of the Divine _ . 
Providence towards them ; viz. that 
there is an inmimerabſe Company of 
bleſſed. An = and Saints in Heaven con- 
tinually adoring the glorious Contete- 
og. of Divine Attributes, 


whike we roy Morel _ 

lingin adark and. pea Is under 
the -Clouds of Melancholy and lgno- 
bag Ber yl to fancy an unnatural 
nad. vaily dilquiet and perplex our 
ſelves about them. in eaven avicoow 


carnal yp that | born th 


\ tells us) we. fba# know ar me rh hams gu vr 2 
| we may comfort '* 


and the qmean_whule ni 
our ſelves wich:his, chat che KOGHE! 
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"The Goodneſs of God . 


opitics above do all find their. H z0olh 
in God's infinite Goodneſs mop 
and are able to anſwer all ObjeQions 
that-we, or any of his Creatures, are 
able. -to frame againlt it. | 
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